
Adopt -a-Garden  

Guidelines 

¶ Businesses, individuals,  organi-

zations, families or clubs may 

adopt a garden. 

¶ Every group must complete an 

application form. 

¶  Approval will be granted by a          

Selection Committee.  

¶ Approval must be given before 

c o mme nc in g 

any work on a 

garden. 

¶ For groups who 

are     successful 

in adopting a 

garden must 

keep it main-

tained.   

¶ A three strike 

rule is in   effect; three com-

plaints from members of the    

public or municipal staff, and 

the garden is re-entered into 

the adoption pool and will be 

made available to those on the 

wait list. 

¶ A successful applicant will en-

ter into a 2 year agreement 

with the Town of Saugeen 

The Adopt-a-

Garden Program 

in the Town of 

Saugeen Shores         

encourages the 

Community to 

become  involved 

in the  mainte-

nance and      

creation of          

existing and new 

garden areas .  

Adopting a     

garden can be an   

excellent            

opportunity to              

encourage  team 

building in your 

group/

organization. 

Shores if adherence to the terms 

of the agreement have been 

maintained. 

¶ Adopters must submit a garden 

design and install the garden 

within the deadlines     included 

in this package.    Failure to     

comply will   result in the  garden   

being returned to 

the adoption pool 

and   being made   

available to those 

on the wait list. 

¶ The Town of 

Saugeen Shores 

cannot be responsi-

ble for theftñyou 

may not want to use 

plants that are expensive or  diffi-

cult to replace. 

¶ The municipality will coordinate 

clean up days where participants 

may leave their debris at their 

site and staff will pick it up. 

¶ Groups are committed to main-

tain their garden from May to 

October. 

¶ Groups must supply their own 

hose. 

Saugeen Shores 

We invite you to partner with the Town 

of Saugeen Shores in working towards 

enhancing our current gardens and       

developing new ones.   

The Town of Saugeen Shores realizes 

we canôt maintain all of our gardens 

without the help of our much needed 

volunteers. 

Help us to promote community pride 

and spirit by adopting a garden. 

Letôs make our gardens a destination for  

visitors and areas of pride for residents. 



Program Calendar 2010 
Completed Application 
Form Deadline  
May 14 
Selection Announcement 
May 28  

Adopt -a-Garden means 

that you or your group 

will:  

¶ Use your creativity to 

design a garden. 

¶ Submit your design to 

the Town of Saugeen 

Shores for review. 

¶ If chosen, plant the  

garden space. 

¶ Provide maintenance 

including weeding , wa-

tering and deadheading 

regularly. 

¶ Keep the area neat   

including removing 

trash. 

Adopt -a-Garden  means 

that the Town of Saugeen 

Shores will : 

¶ Review all garden  de-

signs submitted. 

¶ Prov ide ava i lab le 

mulch.  

¶ Place a name plaque 

on your  garden. 

¶ Monitor the program. 

¶ Provide a charitable tax 

receipt to a maximum of 

$500/ year with proof of 

receipts. 

Design and Horticultural 

Guidelines for Garden 

Adopters 
 

Once you have developed a 

design and a plant list for your 

garden, please use the enclosed 

ñAdopt-A-Garden                 

Applicationò form to submit to 

the Town of Saugeen Shores 

for entry.   Creative design and 

horticulture judgments are 

your discretion.   

The Town of Saugeen Shores 

will strive to give approval to 

applications within 14 days of 

submission.   

 

Hardscape 
 

¶ Pre-existing benches must 

remain in place and      

visible. 

¶ Permissible new materials 

are rock and wood.  Metal 

or plastic edging is prohib-

ited. 

¶ Installation of statues,  

sundials, benches or other 

art may be acceptable, but 

please be aware such 

things are subject to theft 

and vandalism. 

¶ Garden sizes vary         

depending on the site 

adopted. 

 

 

 

 

Plant Selection 
 

Your garden will be subject to 

several constraints: 

¶ Irrigation water will be    

supplied by the municipality.   

¶ You must retain existing 

trees and shrubs, although 

they may be pruned. 

¶ Mature heights of new trees 

and shrub materials should 

not exceed 6.5 feet; any 

plant material that may be 

higher must be placed      

appropriately so as not to 

block views. 

¶ Some themes to consider: 

native; drought tolerant; 

gravel garden;  habitat     

garden (nectar, berries, cover 

for birds, insects); butterfly 

garden and childrenôs inter-

est/play area. 

¶ Before you choose specific 

plants, decide the general 

types of plants you will use 

to carry out your design or 

theme.  Some types to     

consider are ornamental 

grasses, perennial and annual 

flowering plants,            

wildflowers, bulbs, shrubs, 

and vines. 

¶ Review the preferred plant 

list in this guide. 

¶ Invasive or noxious plants 

are prohibited. 



Adopt-A-Garden Suggestions 

Gardens Available for 2010  

Adoption  

Please note:  all of these gardens have 

access to water for the volunteers to util-

ize 

Some locations have more than one gar-

den.  Groups may adopt one of the gar-

dens or all of the gardens at the desired 

location. 

¶ Port Elgin Library 

 North side 

 East side (front) 

 West side 

¶ Coulter Parkette 

¶ Chamber Parkette  

 (4 gardens in all  excluding 

 the centre garden) 

¶ Harbour Planters 

¶ Southampton Town Hall 

 Christmas tree location 

 Main steps 

 By glass door 

¶ Southampton Library 

¶ Port Elgin Harbour Walkway  

 (East way) 

¶ Port Elgin Fire Department 

¶ Port Elgin Tourist Camp 

¶ Southampton Flag gardens 

¶ Harbourlite Restaurant Parking 

 (4 new proposed ones to be 

 plotted) 

Groups may propose other locations, 

but be aware that there may not be a 

water supply to the garden.  

Butterfly 

Butterfly Weed 

Butterfly Bush 

Lilac 

Rose 

Annuals 

 

Birderôs Garden 

Purple Cone Flower 

Gaillardia 

Serviceberry Shrub 

Highbush Cranberry 

Viburnum 

 

Xeriscape 

Sedium 

Yucca 

Nest Spruce 

Grasses 

Lavender 

 

English Garden 

Hollyhocks 

Daylily 

Blazing Star 

Cranesbill 

Jacobs ladder 

Daisy 

 

Shade 

Hosta 

Solomonôs seal 

Columbine 

Fern 

Jack-in-the-pulpit 

 

Fragrant 

Butterfly bush 

Korean Spice        

Viburnum 

Lilac 

Lemon Thyme 

Pineapple Sage 

 

Grasses 

Porcupine 

Blue Oat 

Blue Fescue 

Miscanthus 

Karl Forrester 

 

Monochromatic 

Chrysanthemum 

Bee Balm 

Roses  

Phlox 

Lilies 

 

Herb 

Lavender 

Thyme 

Sage  

Rosemary 

 




