
Aecon Group Inc. (TSX: ARE) is a publicly-traded 
company that, along with its predecessor companies, 
has been helping build some of Canada’s most iconic 
landmarks for over a century. A leader in Canadian 
construction and infrastructure development, Aecon 
has multiple offices and over 12,000 employees across 
the country. Saugeen Shores is proud to host one of 
Aecon’s offices in the community of Port Elgin, Ontario, 
and after moving into the area nearly 11 years ago, 
Aecon is now set on expanding its existing location over 
the coming years. 

“Although the incorporation date is 1957, partners and 
stakeholders of Aecon have really been around since 
the 1800s,” explains Aecon Nuclear Account Manager 
Jean Sylvester during an interview with Jessica 
Linthorne, Community Development Officer with the 
Town of Saugeen Shores. “Acquisition began in 1957 
but our true history goes back earlier than that.” 

Aecon’s company mission is to become the number one 
construction and infrastructure development company 
in Canada, a national player who safely, profitably and 
sustainably delivers best-in-class integrated services, 
products and solutions to meet its customers’ needs.

Aecon has four key segments: Infrastructure, Energy, 
Mining and Concessions. With 42 per cent of projects 
being energy-related* (30 per cent of energy projects 
are in the nuclear/power generation categories*), the 
Aecon satellite office in Port Elgin made sense. 

“We’ve been working with Bruce Power since the 
creation of that site,” says Sylvester. “We were involved 
in the original build – heavy water plant construction 
on-site, as well as concrete work. We were also involved 
with the spent fuel bay additions, including robotics and 
infrastructure.”
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“We’re focused on the 
safety of our employees, 
our job sites, the 
environment and 
everything in between.”

She adds that Aecon has been very proud of the work 
that its done with Bruce Power and the Ontario Power 
Generation. “Aecon had 76 projects with Bruce Power 
during the restart of Unit 1 and Unit 2. We’re looking 
forward to continued work with Bruce Power through the 
Major Component Replacement (MCR) Project for years 
to come.” 
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The onset of the MCR Project at Bruce Power has 
prompted Aecon to grow its Port Elgin team. 

“Jobs are posted online for this area and some staff will 
relocate for the MCR Project but Aecon sees merit in 
hiring locally as we move forward with expanding our 
Port Elgin team,” says Sylvester. “Our employees spend 
most of their time on-site (at Bruce Power) as well as at 
the Port Elgin office.” 

Over the years, Aecon has stood proudly behind its core 
values, which include Safety First, Trust and Candour, 
Passion for Excellence, A People Focused Learning 
Culture, Results Oriented. They speak to the dedication 
that Aecon has for its employees and its commitment to 
excellence. 

“At Aecon, we focus on our people,” says Sylvester. 
“We’re focused on the safety of our employees, our job 
sites, the environment and everything in between.”

One of Aecon’s initiatives behind cultivating an excellent 
safety standard is the New Worker Awareness Program. 

“We’re building civilization 
and we’re connecting 
communities.”

It focuses on safety and engagement for employees 
who are new to the industry by helping to identify them 
with a green hard hat while establishing a mentorship 
process that encourages experienced staff to spend 
extra time with new employees. 

“This helps to foster open and honest discussions 
around safety in construction and here at Aecon,” 
explains Sylvester. “Since its inception, this program 
has been received positively because it’s about safety 
and our people.”  

As part of its overall vision, Aecon strives to be the first 
company people go to for building things that matter. 

“That’s what we do – we build things that matter,” says 
Sylvester. “We are building roads, bridges, airports, 
transit systems, utilities networks, and energy facilities. 
We’re building civilization and we’re connecting 
communities.”

The Town of Saugeen Shores is pleased to have Aecon 
in our backyard. With a people-focused vision, mission 
and core values, Aecon is helping to position Saugeen 
Shores as the community of choice to work, live and 
play. 

*2016 financial reporting 
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