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Captain John Spence and his friend William Kennedy came to Southampton, or Saugeen as it was then
called, in the year 1848. Together they are credited with playing a key role in the establishment of the
community.

Spence was born in 1814 in the Orkney Islands off the coast of Scotland. Apprenticing in boat building,
he was recruited to work for the Hudson Bay Company. From 1838 to 1846 he worked for, and supplied,
various Hudson Bay Company posts along the Labrador Coast.

In 1848, Spence and Kennedy, determined to seek their fortune in the fishing trade on Lake Huron,

travelled from Kingston to Owen Sound. From there they walked the Indian path to the mouth of the
Saugeen River. Finding the conditions to their liking, they retraced their steps and returned with a canoe
loaded with supplies by portaging across the Bruce Peninsula, via Wiarton and the Sauble River.

Having bought an exclusive lease from the Niagara Fishing Company of Goderich to fish at the Fishing

Islands, 15 miles north of the Saugeen River mouth, their hopes of finding fortune would have been high.
Unfortunately the endeavour was doomed to fail, not due to a
shortage of fish in Lake Huron, but in difficulties of getting the catch
to market. Then in 1850, Kennedy was recruited to search for the
Franklin expedition lost in the Arctic while seeking the Northwest
Passage. Spence was left without his partner and deep In debt
following three unsuccessful fishing seasons.

Captain John Spence

Spence then changed his focus and entered the shipping trade moving
cedar posts, cordwood and tanning bark from Georgian Bay to
Goderich and Detroit. In 1856, one of his vessels, the Forest, hauled
limestone from the Inverhuron quarry to the lighthouse being built on
Chantry Island. Captain Spence also served as Assistant Lighthouse
Keeper for 6 months in 1858.

In 1859 he was listed as being worth $1,006 based on his property
Captain John and Jane Spence ca 1900, shown with  and income; eighth highest on the list.
their five surviving children, from left Harry, Mary,
i?é‘;ér'fd'f:”g;ua”hdtevr"'c');-;r;i;:é'edr 'fg;‘e centre . Tragedy struck in 1895 while travelling as a passenger on a schooner
T, ERR AL Y captained by his son, Alexander Spence, known to many as “Cappy”.
(Hilditch), born 3 months after her father’s death by . 2
drowning on the family schooner Wanderer in 1895, A\ héavy gale overtook the ship and Alexlandgr and a ship's mate were
lost overboard. Captain Spence couldn't bring the schooner around

by himself to start a search and the two men's bodies were never recovered.

The Captain never left Southampton and his house still stands at 18 Huron Street North in the town he had helped
to found and where he died on October 1st, 1904.

Captain Spence was at the helm of his schooner Nemesis during a fearsome gale
In 1876 when he came across a lifeboat launched following the foundering of the
American steamboat New York that had broken apart in the
Immense waves and snow squalls. The survivors were huddled
In their tiny boat, numb from the cold. Captain Spence lost his
entire deck load of hemlock bark as he circled the lifeboat a
dozen times trying to get a line to the helpless men. Eventually
a line was made and all but one of the stricken sailors were
saved. For his skill and bravery, President Ulysses S. Grant

The Schooner Wanderer

awarded Captain Spence a $300 solid gold watch and the village Bl\I;IIJ[CJESCE%\Tﬁ
of Southampton presented him with a solid silver tea service. ) i S
Spence house built about 1850 Research and photo credits: Bruce County Museum & Cultural Centre

Captain John Spence
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1 ;ur‘ sailors and ships. Chantry Island has always been a death trap. Surrounded by
extensive ragged shoals, it had already claimed dozen of sailing vessels when, in 1855,
work beean on a stone lighthouse. The light on Chantry Island was lit on April 1, 1859,

In spite of this new Imperial Tower. lives were still lost. Fifteen vessels were wrecked
on Chantrv Shoals in the decade after building the light. Only the lee or east side of the
island offered protection. In the 1870s the Department of Public Works designated

Chantry Island as an asylum harbour. Two extensive docks radiated out from the shore
and the island, leaving a gap of 122m (400 feet) for ships seeking the shelter of a
Harbour of Refuge. Still, by the turn of the century, Southampton had witnessed more
wrecks than any other w'li‘_'__‘h‘ ["L'u‘u‘ ;lfnl]y the Bruce Coast.

In 1954, Chantry Island’s lamp was electrified. With a lightkeeper no longer on the
island, the lighthouse grounds were vandalized. A half century later, the Southampton
Marine Heritage Society and the Propeller Club brought the ruins of the lightkeepers's

house and the island’s gardens back to life. Volunteers have spent over 48,000 hours
restoring the lightstation on Chantry Island.

In 1957, the Canadian Wildlife Services declared Chantry Island a Federal Migratory
Bird Sanctuary. Visits are limited to official Tours offered by the Marine Heritage
Sociel
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I ht wreck of the British Royal N..n.) hrlg H.M.S. General Il“”;e
lies buried undery the beach sand directly in front of this sign.
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I he "General Hunrer’ was built in 1806 1in Amherstburg, Ontario and fought in numerous
battles in the War of 1812, She was lost to the U.S. in the famous "Battle of Lake Erie" in
September of 1813, During a violent storm, satling as a U.S. transport renamed the "Hunter"'.

the ship was driven onto this beach at midnight on August 19th, 1816. All aboard survived.
T'he crew and two voung passengers sailed and rowed the ship's boat to Detroit.

I'he wreck, measuring 16.45 metres long by 5.22 metres wide. was fully uncovered durmb
an archacological excavation in 2004 and all artitfacts were removed. 1he wreck was again
buried to preserve it in the wet sand environment. Many of the artifacts recovered are now on

display at the Bruce County Museum and Cultural Centre in Southampton. The remainder are

being conserved at The Canadian Conservation Institute in Ottawa. gk
Recent low lake levels and a changed beach profile have exposed some of the ship timbers & e e M

to the destructive waves of LLake Huron. The temporary breakwater in front of the site was — T 31 -
: ; 5 ; ter wm A8\
installed to help protect the remains of the brig "H.M.S. General Hunter' a remarkable, ¢ . o a British :ﬁw brig on the Great Lakes

historically unique and archaeologically invaluable shipwreck. ection afc puiruinig by Putca sl
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Lightkeepers to the Rescue
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igchthouses are beacons ol salety on el
= _ : For his humane and gallant actions, the
stormy seas. TThey mark shoals and _ | a2
, = i Government of f anada awarded him a
reefs and guide ships into a safe harboui 1d tc)
| : . JoOld watch.
But with great regularity, schooners and
» to a bad end — even :
\ I']'l ,"1\1‘:_”[?"1
Cavalier ran onto the north reel ol
O nce more Lamberd

sChoonery

steamers still cam: - - -
lel Lnel 5 144 . 21. 1906, the
with the friendly beam of a lighthouse in

It was then that the heroi«
. Chantry lIsland
took to his boat. This time it was the

Royal Canadian Humane Association
> awarding

the distance,
keeper took to his life-saving boat in a
y stranded

]

desperate effort to brin;

sailors to shore. |
g that recognized his courags

him a bronze medal.

Chantry Island’s lightkeeper, William Mc-
Gregor Lambert, was one of the most
decorated of these stalwart men. Keep-
er of the light on Chantry Island from
|880 to 1907, Lambert personally res-
cued dozens of people from drowning

Today, William McGregor Lambert's

medals for heroism are on display at the
Bruce County Museum and Cultural

Centre in Southampton.

On September 1, 1892, William Lambert :i} :
battled a full gale for ten hours betore he L~ Ontario

was finally able to rescue the crew of the
Woodward.

HillkillLf schooner. Nettie l-:r I””I;T rnfurmatmr?r c_'-n the lighthouses
5 e ! | | of the Bruce Coasl, visil the Bruce County
( IIII;,{HI'L: to the FgEINg and masts of the Museum & Cultural Centre tn Southampton.

imperiled vessel, the terrified sailors







EARLY DAY

P51, Alexander Vidals survey created the farms in the Lake Hange of
wrugeen Township leaving a | chain [665-Ffoot/ 20-metre] allowance vlonag
the shore for public access. His sketch shows small clearings on the ridge
niana, and hic notes dJescribe the tree cover both along the shore and p"; - = FT‘
ibaove the slope. As fToday, the Huron | ringe was greened with cedar, while
harcddwoods such as maple elm. and beech arow on the upland Vidal's = <5
drawimng shows a line which may be a trall: other early text refer walking "
Dabween the settiements at Port Elgin and southampion dlong the shore -
One con imagine early Native peoples using such a path when winte 3

prevenied water ftrave)

r —
>0 of the patents [Crown Deeds] for these farms. Lots 43 1o 50 - ]
. : frt bl e ot Ao Bhe Boltoen of |inse Kl b0
were held by founders of Port Elgin and some by other early 1T - (AT VT Wanees conlinuen 1D Datfer [ afcemine )"'"ﬂ:
settlfers. | he Saugeen/Goderich Road, laid out by David Gibson i e ebed i 2 i 1 ol v \
ind opened in the 1860, followed the inland boundary ” \
: o I
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e COTTAGERS & RESIDENTS
: = \ \ The first lakeside residents were « ottagers, reaching their holiday homes by
N £ a seasonal lane that began at the harbour and exended north on relatively leve
{ . land. In the 1930s, properties at the other end had access only from Concession 10
1 ' By 1950, the two paftts connected with a narrow rough road. In summer, Bolander’s
) ) | \ Bakery in Port Elgin used “the front road” to deliver fre<h bread to cottagers. Blocks
1'. ‘LI _ of ice arrived by the same route for those with ice-boxes some kept food cool in
ﬂ_. :f '-: : \ : - - wire baskets placed in the nearby creek. As ¢ ottages were converted to year-round
T f \‘I‘ “ t'* o {‘ \ use, and full-time residents built homes, the Township added services such a
F ) : < \ \ snowplowing and garbage collection. The record -setting snowfall of 1977-78 forced
e [\ 'ﬂ I :'_1“- , temporary closure of the road. By that time, snowmobiles weré common allowing
“r \ s X e 'I o \ residents access to their homes.
" N, .~ \ .

e STORM & WATER DAMAGE
’ Great Lakes water levels peaked in 1986 after several cycles of low and high water
~ The Township’s erosion control project was set to begin October 1, 1986
g e f An intense storm hit the coast on Sunday night, October 5, 1986, washing out the
e road in two places. Fallen trees blocked the higher portion. Planned erosion
; control measures turned into a reconstruction effort, with tons/tonnes of armour
&

stone, yards/metres of landscape fabric and the moving of power lines

I A

o ROAD & TRAIL
‘; S, o North Shore Road is one of the few stretches on the coast where one can travel at actual waterside. It has lona oeen popular with walkers, cyclists, in-line
‘ . g skaters and families strolling with children and dogs. Road races and fund raising runs have also followed this route. This section of trail c onnecting Port
q = ” _ S _ hd ¥, Elgin, Saugeen Township and Southampton officially opened in 2011, under the new name North Shore Trail. The Road and the Trail provide a window on
L ,;, The marming after the storm of October 5. 1986, a view 10 the south shows

Lol oy pat & b s Lgke Huron's awe-inspiring sunsets and dramatic skyscapes with Chantry Island
1 . ol

- {4

North Sho

and its Imperial Tower lighthouse in the distance
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as described in the 1820 hydrographic survey of Lake Huron,
offered easy landing for Indigenous peoples and immigrant settlers.

Upon European settlement, waterfront uses became commercial:
shipping, fishing, sawmills, tanneries and feed mills.

The development of resorts and building of family cottages near
the beach followed. Popular in the 1880s was the mineral spring
on the property known as the Paradise Grove Hotel. Visitors and
locals enjoyed the waterfront activities of the era which included
mineral baths and the “bracing breezes that blew off Lake Huron”.
The hotel had many name changes over the years: Lakeview Inn,
Royal Princess Lodge, Edelweiss Motel and Paradise Inn. It hosted
the Toronto Maple Leafs training camp of 1928-29.

Bruce County Museum & Cultural Centre - A2018.025.003, Beach Carnival

Bruce County Museum & Cultural Centre - A2014.008.0790, The Band Concert, Port Elgin Beach

A major increase in cottage development came after James
Cameron, Grand Trunk Railway Station Agent and eventually
Reeve, convinced Town Council that trains would easily bring
many tourists. He instigated the transformation of a working
harbour to one of Ontario’s finest summer recreational beaches.
City folk escaped the heat to swim in beautiful clean water of
Lake Huron and feel the cool lake breezes. The local newspaper
printed who was staying where.

A Bandstand was built and a summertime tradition on Sunday
evenings featured local musicians or visiting bands to be enjoyed
by all. A larger bandshell replaced the original in 1967. A gazebo
called the Emmett McGrath Pavilion was desighed to mimic the
original bandshell. It was constructed to follow the Sunday night
music tradition.

The Cedar Crescent Casino dance hall opened in 1924 and
featured dancing to Big Band music. Teen dances with Rock &
Roll bands were a highlight of many youths’ summer holidays.
Destroyed by fire in August 1970, the Lion’s Club Casino rose
from its ashes. It was home to parties and community events
including the Port Elgin Tourist Association’s Flea Market. It was
closed in 1989 and torn down in Spring of 1990.

For many teens, beach activities provides summer jobs: swimming instruction, lifeguarding, restaurant positions, marina assistance and town
maintenance. Many community service groups benefitted from fund-raising at the Beach Carnivals, offering games of skill or chance,

on summer evenings.

Residents and visitors enjoy leisurely strolls along the waterfront trail system, eat meals or treats at the beach, watch
the more adventurous activities and witness beautiful sunsets. Even in winter, people come to the beach to witnhess

Mother Nature’s power.

Bruce County Museum & Cultural Centre - A2014.008.0826

Bruce County Museum & Cultural Centre - A2014.008.0831

The Town Booth and privately owned Tuck Shop (Beachside Cafe)
served refreshments and treats on the beach. The Bluewater Tea
Room (Harbourlite Restaurant) and Sunset Lodge (Edinburgh
Hotel) served full meals.

Beach activities used to include real grass mini golf, swimming
lessons, tennis; and more recently beach volleyball and the
Saugeen Shores Lifesaving Club training, pleasure boating, jet
skiing, paddle boarding, kayaking and canoeing.

Iconic attractions haveincluded tour boats and trains. The Restless
| & Il tour boats, carried passengers along the Lake Huron shore
to admire the scenery & sunsets. The Port Elgin & North Shore
Railroad, fondly known as “The Train” operated two locally built
steam locomotives. The 1st operated 1973-1978 within Northshore
Park. The second, on a mile looped track from The Station on the
main beach through Northshore Park, ran until 2017.

Bruce County Museum & Cultural Centre - A2013.012.16446

A2013.012.16446 Beach Crew 1972

— RECREATION AT THE PORT ELGIN BEACH —



View of harbour with Chantry Island in the background

The crew of the b )
Frank G. MacAulay are shown = R
pulling in nets filled with trout, a

whitefish and herring. f 7

fishing fleet included 13 salllng vessels and three steam tugs that emg 10 ’ed 58
sheds workers packed 60-pound boxes of fish in ice and sent them b nto

preyed on native fish, deahng
simply disappeared.

The Fi rank G. MacAulay fishing tug in Southampton
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I'he Seuthampton Ant School was built 1o 1887 by James Howe as
a subscription hbrary operated by the local Mech@inics Institute

thul"u‘.n”) Mechanics Instituges were educational establishents
thaut tdc*d c'\uunq Cilassces and lectiores 0 eIy rage ihe
techs BOLLAGOn of working-<lass men

Mempers

Lbrary was $1 and He ax jibranan, was the
only ane -

d to handle the books. Members purchased a
FO-cent oose from the collec gon of 710 volumes
F'wo weeks was the maximum time for keeping n book, and there

Was & peaalty of 30 cents for members lending a book.

In 1896, tiie Mechanics s conveirted 1o a public liorary
under the Department of y Jc':....'inu in 1912, lames Howe
donated the building to the town of Southampton on condition that
it be used for cultural and educational p purposes only. The

Southampron Library continued ai this location until 1955

In 1966, Edna Johnson was appointed artist in
residence and Director of the School's summer
prograrn.

She renamed it the Southampton Art School. and
u,..tmu d in this role until her retirement in 1992

o During her Zcfy—year tenure. Edna received
Beart b numerous honours for her contribution to
founde = the arts, which helped attract many
Art'on June 15, 1957. Renowned Canadian - new students.and notable artist-
artists A Y Jackson, Lawren Harris, Arthur s

Instructors.

d

i
Lismer and Alex Colville lent their suppori

s
b)“ 56!“"!!15 's the Schooi’s Initial aavi 150ry
board.

In 1979, the LLocal Architectural
Conservation Committee (LLAC AC"
secured a Heritage Bui

designation t'or the School under the
Ontario Heritage Act

T'he $40 fee for one week incliided tuition. '
;u‘com.mo.;.ﬂmn and meals.
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The gnulhamplnn Art School has become the important regmua\ ars
centre first envisioned by 1ts founders. To commemorate the
School’s 50 annive egsary i 2007, the Southampton Ants Society
the Town of Saugeef Shores and the Ontario Tnlium Foundation
embarked on a project to restore this historic buillding, e sxsam =
home to one of Ontario’s finest art institutions.

The School has t*:.‘p ded lo more lhdn 900
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Ear.'}' plans of Southampton designate this parcel of land as a Market Square. In 1862, citizens raised funds to build a drill shed

here, where troops practised for a decade.
The village’s first Town Hall was built on Albert Street North, Council met in the upper storey, while the street level provided

schoolrooms. When the village took over the drill hall, they renovated the building and held a grand concert and ball to mark its

opening in December 1873 The Public School Board became owners of the original Town Hall,

which the Board sold in 1879 to the St. Lawrence Masonic Lodge.

When Southampton gained town status in 1904, a new municipal building became a goal.
Ratepayers agreed in 1908 to debenture the cost, but it was 1910-—with a change of Council

1

and new plans—before the project went ahead.
The dignified building would become a landmark with red brick, arched windows, a church-like
entrance, and bell tower. In May 1910, Mayor William McGregor and Council accepted the 2
only tender, from Peter Knechtel, owner of the [P IURNE [ B 0,
; . Youth Military Drills, c18K1
Photo credit: Bruce County Museum & Cultural Centre

Chippewa Lumber Company to build the new
Town Hall at an agreed price of $10,947.00.

The old building was sold and moved to High NS " AN |
Street near Grosvenor, serving as an
entertainment hall until a fire destroyed it. i G 3 The Clock
During the summer of 1910, the new M L b= N Yy
municipal building rose on this site. With Rt v SETIE el Members of the Great War Veterans Association met in the Town Hall
horses to pull the ropes, a system of pulleys for many years. Recognition for the sacrifice of their comrades took
lifted materials. By September, construction the form of a memonal clock, installed in 1922. The unveiling
slowed because of delays in rail shipments ceremony included dedication of the clock with electro-magnetic
of bricks and questions about the strength of works, and a tablet naming the soldiers from Southampton and the
iron girders. In November, a group of citizens Saugeen Reserve who “fought and died in the Great War’.

Since 1972, watchmaker Walter Mackowski has cared for the clock
After a silent period, it was refurbished in 2000 and still keeps

Peter and Wilhelmina Knechtel,
with their children Clayton and Emma.

Photo Credit: Art and Betty Knechiel

asked for an extra twelve feet of tower to accommodate a future town clock and

bell. W.J. George, a Port Elgin monument maker, supplied the date stone for
accurate time.

$19.00.

Council set rental rates for such community events as dances, socials, church
meetings, and moving picture shows. By July 1911, Council was ready to accept
The Bell

the keys, and the Town celebrated the official opening in August. The contractor
received final payment in 1912, although it fell short of covering his actual costs.
Ringing of a Town bell began in
Through the years, Southampton Town Hall was the scene of many social . 1875. a duty of the Town Hall
and civic events from dances to nomination meetings. Musicians caretaker. A replacement for the
and actors, both local and professional, performed on its original bell. which had cracked.
stage. Police cells and courtroom occupied the arrived in 1895. Removed in
basement. Townsfolk remember when the 1910. it was re-installed in the
present-day Art Gallery was Southampton’s new Town Hall and dedicated
' along with the clock.

The Fire Hall. on the south
end. served the Town from
1923 to 1974.

-
|-..‘
]

- -lt.?ﬂt.:; _._._':n.h"'.-';_ '-. 3
municipal office.

ne Southampion Town Hall Jul)

[ Centre In 1979, the Local Architectural Conservation
Advisory Committee worked to designate the

111 Bruce Cowunty Museum & Cultura

Town Hall as a building of architectural and historical interest. This move preserves the heritage
elements, while allowing interior changes and improvements. One major enhancement, the lift, _
T ¥ I..~""'" 5 s . ' | - n
(@) MUSEUM IS
y | Tonrists arriving in Southampioa by rrodn
Photo Credit: Graeme Bachiu

was 1nstalled in 1985

In 2011, the Town of Saugeen Shores celebrated the centennial of Southampton’s Town Hall. Facade
Poster far 1920 Social Event Photo credit: Bruce County Museum & Cultural Centre

improvements and interior upgrades continue as the building’s second century unfolds.
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Hurricane Hazel began its path of destruciion October 5, 1954 an
the Caribbean Clcean and continued up the cast const Of MNornh

America before moving inland reaching Ontario on T8 TR ST

16 1o be downgraded from (s hurncane status 'he heavy
| gausing major Nooding and

rains and strong winds persisted
damage with loss of hite n the province

For the ¢rew ol mixed Train #1779 and

-.‘ngllw #1319, on schedule o depart
Palmerston, on October 16, | 954 ton
Southampton on its nightly run, everyihing
seemed to be in order exceplt fireman Stewan
Nicholson was unexplainably uneasy e
hesitated in leaving has expectant W e at home
but duty called. When the train pulled out of
the station bound for Southampton he twice

looked back al his home

As Train #1779 approac hed its terminus al
30 p.m., tragedy struch

fMooded by the heavy
gave way

Southampton around 11

When crossing a culvert,
rains from Hurnmcant H;ln'] the trac K

causing the engine 10 derail. The remaining cars
drove into the back of the deratled engine causing
it to fill up with sand and dirt and the steam pipes
h live steam. Engineel Gordon McoeCallum was

to burst filling the cab wil
nd while fireman Nicholson was pini d by the

buried up to his neck In s
twisted metal ol the wreck.

lli"hhl“ll 1O the aid (1 l‘.u WO

Nhe remaining Crew, who were unhurt,
allum from the 1'*.1:. Of

ith supreme effor freed Mct
ho was still conscious, was remaos >d after being cul
otal that entrapped him. Both men were taken to the
Iih_”}. Hll.'.k’l“lli'u'ii shortly thereaiter Lo the

1i'llilt'(1 Al Thi_' SCCIC

trapped men, and W
sand. Nicholson, W
free of the twisted m
Southampton hospital where
Dr. Murray Flock at

INJUrics
11l talk A

allum and Nicholson on this
agpage Man

T l..lx'l'l

AC( llIH]LlIIIL‘tI McC
\ rthur Sherlock of Southampton
Brakeman Le« {1 Christmann o
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Life saving station with
lifeboar and crew

A government life-saving station was constructed in 1908 on the beach near the foot of Palmerston Street
complete with a long ramp enabling the lifeboat to be quickly launched. In 1918, however, it was moved onto
the Long Dock due to problems launching during storms. The station continued operations until 1937 when the
building was moved ashore and converted to a summer cottage on Beach Road.

The shoreline is unique for its historic boardwalk. In 1895, a group of community-minded locals and tourists
put on an amateur production of the famous opera, “HMS Pinafore”. Their goal was to put a wooden walkway
on the beach. After the opera was a roaring success, they were able to build a true ‘board’ walk named The
Pinafore, from the foot of High Street to the Park Hotel and cottages on Knowles Lane. In 1906, the
promenade was replaced with cement and extended to the Long Dock at the end of present day Beach Road.
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View of Chantry Island and the Harbour of Refuge

The Oldest Port on the Bruce Coast had several docks. When the Chantry Island
Lighthouse was built in the late 1850s, a 540-foot long breakwater was built out
from the northeast point of the island toward the mainland. On shore, the Steamboat
Wharf, known locally as the Bogus Dock, was built at the foot of Palmerston Street.
‘Then in the 1870s, one of the largest construction projects on Lake Huron shore
took place. In a $300,000 program that was completed in stages over seven years,
the Long Dock, an extensive breakwater, was constructed between the mainland
and Chantry Island with a ‘gap’ for ships to.sail through. The project was meant

to provide a Harbour of Refuge for vessels caught

With the arrival of train service in 1872, thé[k
of the Long Dock and a railway line extende
both ships and trains could unload cargo and
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