
CANADIAN LADIES IN UNIFORM MILITARY SERVICE 

Women were originally only involved in the military as Nursing Sisters. 
- 1885 North West Rebellion Force included 7 nurses 
- 1898 The Klondike Military Force 4 Victoria Order Nurses. 
- 1899 The Boer War Canadian Military Medical Service was formed, and 8 Nurses served in British Hospitals. Canadian soldiers totaled 8,372. 

1914 - 1918 WWI 
When war was declared, Canada had a permanent army of only 3,000 and one base at Val Cartier, Quebec. There were snurses on staff. 
By the war's end 3,141 Nurses had volunteered and 1,886 had served overseas. They were nicknamed, The Blue Birds, in their Blue dresses 
and White Veils. Twenty-six died from enemy actions. 

1939 -1945 WWII Nurses 
Nurses served in all branches of the Canadian Military with 4,480 in Europe and throughout the world. One died from enemy action. 

1939 At the Start of WWII 
All 3 arms of the military had no female members other than as nurses. 

Across Canada volunteer groups pressured the government to allow women in non-combat rolls. 
- In June 1941 the British Mechanized Transport Corps was given permission to begin recruitment in Canada for women to serve overseas. 
- On August 13, 1941 after intense pressure from MANY women across Canada the Canadian Women's Army Corps was officially established. 
- Recruits began as drivers, cooks, clerks, typists, stenographers, telephone operators, messengers and quartermasters and was expanded to 

include truck driving, ambulance drivers, mechanics and radar operators. Total different trades served was 55. 
- Many served in England and a few in mainland Europe after the Germans surrendered and they then worked on the task of repatriating the 

Army and their equipment back to Canada. 
- Of the 21,000 CWAC's that served, none died but some were wounded by German air bombing. 
- The RCAF formed a Canadian Women's "Auxiliary'' Air Force in 1941. Their tasks were like those of the CWAC's plus things like parachute 

riggers and air photo interpreters. About 17,000 women served in the RCAF. 
-About 7,000 women enlisted in the Royal Canadian Navy and served in 39 different trades. They were nicknamed "The Wrens". 

IN WWII CLOSE TO 50,000 LADIES SERVED IN THE CANADIAN MILITARY. 
Requirements of an enlisted woman. 
- Between 18 and 41 and medically fit. A minimum of s ft. (153 cm.) tall with appropriate weight to their height. 
- Minimum of Grade 8 education and able to pass the trade test selected for. 
- Be of good character and have never been convicted of an indictable offense. 
- They could not be working in any Civil service position and must not have any dependent children; sons under 16 or daughters under 18. 
- Base pay was $0.90 per day in the lowest ranks versus $1.30 for men. In 1943 it was improved to 80% of men's rates in all ranks. 

For more information on 
this or other historical 
documentation contact: 
bruce1nuseu1n.ca 

~ ,,, BRUCE COUNTY 
~ museum & cultural centre 
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Having bought an exclusive lease from the Niagara Fishing Company of Goderich to fish at the Fishing 
Islands, 15 miles north of the Saugeen River mouth, their hopes of finding fortune would have been high. 

Unfortunately the endeavour was doomed to fail, not due to a Captain John Spence 

Captain John Spence and his friend William Kennedy came to Southampton, or Saugeen as it was then 
called, in the year 1848. Together they are credited with playing a key role in the establishment of the 
community.  

Spence was born in 1814 in the Orkney Islands off the coast of Scotland. Apprenticing in boat building, 
he  was recruited to work for the Hudson Bay Company.  From 1838 to 1846 he worked for, and supplied, 
various Hudson Bay Company posts along the Labrador Coast. 

In 1848, Spence and Kennedy, determined to seek their fortune in the fishing trade on Lake Huron, 
travelled from Kingston to Owen Sound.  From there they walked the Indian path to the mouth of the 
Saugeen River. Finding  the conditions to their liking,  they retraced their steps and returned with a canoe 
loaded with supplies by portaging across the Bruce Peninsula, via Wiarton and the Sauble River. 

shortage of fish in Lake Huron, but in difficulties of getting the catch 
to market. Then in 1850, Kennedy was recruited to search for the 
Franklin expedition lost in the Arctic while seeking the Northwest 
Passage. Spence was left without his partner and deep in debt 
following three unsuccessful fishing seasons. 

Spence then changed his focus and entered the shipping trade moving
cedar posts, cordwood and tanning bark from Georgian Bay to 
Goderich and Detroit.  In 1856, one of his vessels, the Forest, hauled 
limestone from the Inverhuron quarry to the lighthouse being built on 
Chantry Island. Captain Spence also served as Assistant Lighthouse 
Keeper for 6 months in 1858. 

In 1859 he was listed as being worth $1,006 based on his property
and income; eighth highest on the list. 

Tragedy struck in 1895 while travelling as a passenger on a schooner 

Captain Spence couldn't bring the schooner around 
A heavy gale overtook the ship and Alexander and a ship's mate were 
captained by his son, Alexander Spence, known to many as “Cappy”. 

lost overboard. 
by himself to start a search and the two men's bodies were never recovered. 

The Captain never left Southampton and his house still stands at 18 Huron Street North in the town he had helped 
to found and where he died on October 1st, 1904. 

Captain Spence was at the helm of his schooner Nemesis during a fearsome gale 
in 1876 when he came across a lifeboat launched following the foundering of the
American steamboat New York that had broken apart in the 
immense waves and snow squalls. The survivors were huddled 
in their tiny boat, numb from the cold.  Captain Spence lost his 
entire deck load of hemlock bark as he circled the lifeboat a 
dozen times trying to get a line to the helpless men. Eventually
a line was made and all but one of the stricken sailors were 
saved. For his skill and bravery, President Ulysses S. Grant 
awarded Captain Spence a $300 solid gold watch and the village 
of Southampton presented him with a solid silver tea service. 

Spence house built about 1850 

Captain John and Jane Spence ca 1900, shown with 
their five surviving children, from left Harry, Mary, 
John, Eleanor and Will. The child in the centre is 
Alexandra, daughter of Alexander ‘Cappy’ and Mary 
(Hilditch), born 3 months after her father’s death by 
drowning on the family schooner Wanderer in 1895. 

The Schooner Wanderer 

Research and photo credits: Bruce County Museum & Cultural Centre 

Captain John Spence 
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port Eluin's two-storev1:::!w post ottice. Photograph trom
tne site sold in1963tor -

The 1857 survey of the Village of Port Elgin labelled this property The Port Elgin Lawn Bowling Club formed by 1905. 
as Lots 3, 4, 5 in Block 1, a part of the holdings of Henry Hilker, Members "sodded part of the Town Hall park" and 
one of the founders. held many popular tournaments. The 1915 event

shown in the photograph attracted teams from as
In 1875 the first Village Council purchased and set aside the land far away as Stratford to compete for cash prizes and
for a Market House beside the soon-to-be-built Town Hall. trophies. Men and women of the club enjoyed
A completely new council elected the following year decided against summer games and tending the property,
the Market House, but went ahead with a two-storey Town Hall. including the perennial garden at the foot of the 

monument. Their Club House hosted many a
That building, constructed by Duncan Currie, had an upstairs social evening in colder months.
auditorium, a school room and clerk's office at street level, and a jail 
and firehall at the south side. As long as teachers held classes there, After celebrating its centennial anniversary
the village allowed children to play in this open space. The Village in 2005, the Club disbanded. Many of the
also rented out a part of the open area with fruit trees, perhaps the remaining members joined the Southampton
remnants of an early orchard. Lawn Bowling Club.

Aphotograph such as this ot 
The Canadian government bought Lot 5 in 1963 as the site of the new Gordon Cummings gave the

teatures tor the monument
Post Office. made in 1903 by Wm. George

& Son. From Roots &
Branches of Saugeen
Township. lawn Bowling us

mild Weathe , ua1111asummerTHE MONUMENT runknownJ r_orJanual'II J933. letr :a'!'e, attractedatew
originat tenc~c~ard ffenr11 Fenton oa7ght: ll!tRueber, Job::rll~souls in the

August 28, 1903 marked a significant date, the day when After the ceremony, citizens and guests enjoyed an o the Bowling Gree~ note ,s the aiae ten ea e11 r~oeakeJ,
•Photograph c ce, Doss1bl11 the

the Adjutant-General of Canada came to unveil the evening of musical and patriotic entertainment at the ourtesy ofH
een 
~ 

Wuerth.
monument honouring Trooper Gordon Cummings. The nearby Roller Rink.
first war memorial in Bruce County, its cost was shared
by the County, the Village, and private donors. 
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THE CENOTAPHS 

In 1924 citizens of Port Elgin and Saugeen Township erected
matching cenotaphs in front of Port Elgin's Public Library, the
building where both councils met. Here, annual Remembrance in 2005 for its official opening in September 2006. The committee

Six speakers at the dedication ot the First World War memorials posed on the steps ot Pon Elgin's Carnegie library on July 23, 1924. Speakers included Day services have honoured the sacrifice of those who fell in who made the project a reality included:
Alex McCannel, ex-warden ot Bruce countv; George Jamieson, Reeve ot saugeen Township; Warden J.W. Sinclair; Major J.C. Tolmie ot Southampton; Rev. w.s. service to Canada. In 1962, the original stones were re-carved to
Buckberrough. Image courtesy of the Bruce County Museum & Cultural Centre microfilm collection - The Port Elgin Times, July 30, 1924. display the names from both World Wars. Additional carving and Mike Atkinson, Don Clemmer, Jeff Crawford, Norma Dudgeon,

rededication in 1986 commemorated the Korean Conflict. John Kain, Terry Mills, Mike Myatt, Dan Rivett, Mike Smith,
Gordon Cummings, son of Patrick and Barbara Gordon Cummings' death in action at Nooitgedacht, Harry Thede, Steve York.
Cummings, grew up on a farm at Lot 10, Concession 7, South Africa, happened close to his twenty-fifth The Plan to develop Cenotaph Park brings together three 

Saugeen Township. His father served as Reeve of birthday, December 13, 1900, while he was memorials in a space where all can reflect on values of duty, good The park project was also supported by staff and students at Saugeen 
Saugeen and as Warden of Bruce County. Gordon attempting to secure more ammunition for his group citizenship, and service. District Secondary School.
Attended local schools, then trained as a teacher. Before under heavy fire during the Boer War.
enlisting in Kitchener's Horse, he taught in nearby Members of the Royal Canadian Legion, Port Elgin Branch 340, For more information on this or other historical documentation 
rural schools and travelled to Northern Ontario. along with Town of Saugeen Shores staff began planning this park contact: brucemuseum.ca 
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Ku s,.11 /nr~ . 111<1 , 11,,-,s. /11,nt r J::. J.,ncl 11:,, :,/\Vt"l)'S b ec11 a clc..•alh trap . S u1,·<>undc d hy 
c rc11,i \ c rugge<J , /JC).t / s. it h ue/ :i l re. Jt.l )' c l:i i1necl clc>zen <> f s ail i 1g vessels \Vhc n . i11 1855, 
\-\ arJ;. l>cg. ,n c,n c.J , t e_>ne Jigh1/Jc>use. T h e l igh t c> n C h a ntry ls la nJ w,1:-- lit c>n A pril 1 , 1859. 

/11 ,(,p,tc c,f I/1i. nc:,, Jn,perittl T(_l\VCr. lives \\1Crc s cill l<>SL l ~i fteen vessel ~ were w rec.kecl 
011 l1d11l1J SJ1c)t1/.,_ i11 the decade ;Jftcr builc1ing ihe l ig l1 t. Only the lee c>1 cas t s ide t> f t h e 

1 Jn11ll otlered 1-,rotccti<>ll. In tlie I 87(>s tl1e Depnrt111L11t c>f Publ ic W c)r ks des1g 11al e<.J 
r11nnt1) lsl.111d :,.., n11 :1. y/11111 J1arbc>ur. T,vr> e. tcn~i, e doc..k-., ra(f1atcd t>Ul fro,n the shore 

::incl rl,e isl:-.11,d. Jenvi11g a ga1> <lf / _'2n1 (4()() feet) for .,hips ....cck.i11g t l1e sh el ter of a 
J lc1rbr>r1r or Rel'uge. .. till. f-,y the turn c)f the c.entury. -~<HJtl1dmfJton had witnessed more 
,, rec.k. thn11 ;111)' c>ther single place al<>ng tl1e Bruce ('<>asl. 

111 J9_.:;4_ Ch;111tr;, Island·~ Jn1n1J ,,1:1s electrified. With a lightkeeper no longer on the 
islnnd. c/1c Jig/1tl1()l1se grounds ,vere \ 'andalized. A half century later, th e Southa mpton 
1E1rine l·/eritnge <)cielJ' a11d the Prc>peller Club brought the ruin of tl1e lightkeepers • 

/10L1se ,1ncl the island·~ gardens b,1ck to lite. V t>ltinteers have spent over 48,000 hours 
restori11g t/1e ligl1tst:1tio11 on C/1<1ntry Island. 

In 1957. tl1e Canadinn Wildlife Service declared Chantry I~Ja11d a Federal M igratory 
Bir~ a11 1u,11:y. \ l isits are limited to ofTJcial Tours offered by the Marine Heritage 
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ui,lcuH of fish aHroded Aboriginal peoples and early se111er, la the lower <retches of the louge,n ij,er. ilo<umenk ham 1888 
men1ion o •fM !odder•. Troppslg and seling lamprey eels wos o ~JUative venture for many years. 

Demy's Dom is named oftl!f John Oeony, who wos bom i1 Lower Canada i1 1822, marritd Elizabeth Tett in Montreal and moved lo 
Bruce County in 1856. In 1876, he meived Crown Deeds for two lols on the north book of the ,iver. When seling these lots, 
Mr. Denny retained o lshoil >!rip of the rive1bonk. Heoko 0<qured 16 acres on the south bank known a, the "mil site•. The 1871 
census identified Jahn Demy a, o miller with 2 son, and 2 doughier, 

An 1857 map shows o dam upslreom direcling woler too channel to power the sawmill and gristmill on the south bonk. loler on 
the,., .... a""'· oolel, woolen mil, oomes and barns In 1860 John Denny so~ the oo!tl!o Wiliom 8udc~y. retaining the 
other b~~ings 

During low-water, the river could be forded al a sholow location. From 1859-1865 viUagers employed Charles Forrest to operate o 
ferry to cros.s the rivl!f. Governmen1 Engine« David Gibson's rood pion included a bridge, which wos buih from wooden timbers in 
1861 by Jahn Demy. II collapsed in 1906 during the ,pri"J ke break up. lhe ron brilge tool rep~ced n, although !el on higher 
abutmenls, sustained damage in 1912, osdid the Southamplon Bridge al Victoria Street. Both needed reploc.ing in 1918. Oeony's 
Bridge wos later removed. 

Whie .. ,er po""ed the ear~ mil indu>lries, n"'" electr<ify production 1h01 extended the use of Denny', Dom. In 1897, the 
lougeen Beck< Light and p,.., Company (IEPC), finoncioly bocked by Henry Corg;I of Greenock Town,h;p, p<Kcha,ed the mil 
p,ivilege ond proper1ies. A dom which cr~sed the entire river olowed o larger volume of woter lo enter the mil race on the south 
~e to drive a turbile, making ele<ffic power available for Southampton. The some yeOf, a Sougeen Township by~aw alowed poles 
lo be ilslolled along the Goderidi Road, supptying eleclricity to Po,! Elgin. 

In 1911, o major upgrade of the powe,house us,d equipment monufoctured by Wm. Kemedy & Son of Owen Sound. A conkoverool 
lran50dion;, 1928 sow the IEPC ,old lo Foshay Utl~es Co of the USA. They fdl into financial r~n ;, 1929, oodr1g la clo..-e of the 
powerhouse in 1932. The Hydro-Electric PO"W"er Commiwon of Ontario took over as electricity suppiet. The HEPC's review of !he lq­
l«m feosiblily of the fociify in 1943 od lo the removul of equipment and demolishr,g of the powe,houw;, 1946. 

In 1969, the Ministry of Natural Resources began a major prllf8d lo build a dam lo control Wier levek, o fish ladder to enable fish lo 
get to thei' spowllng groonds, and a lrop lo remove lamprey eek which wete destroying fish populotions in the Great Lakes. Upgrades 
lo the dam were also ~onned for 2018. 

lho p<ime fi,l;"l spa! provides~"''" f01 oll with a wide vo,~fy of fish. Canoe enthu>ia,k also et1joy the;, time on the 
mighty Saugeen. 

For more lnfonrnulon on lhls or 
olh~r historical docum~nt;.ttion 
contact: bmcernusctun.ca 



 

Prior to the Second World Wor, the Dominion Plywoods Factory in Southampton produced sheet plywood ond wooden components for 
lhe manufaduring of home and industrial products. 

Wilh the sfor1 of hostilities in Europe, Canada become the training ground for commonwealth pilots, many of whom trained along the 
Loke Huron shoreline. As lhe production of military equipment consumed most of the available metal, the Anson bomber ond Tiger 
Moth fighter trainer planes were developed using plywood components. They were assembled at the de Hovillond factory in 
Downsview, Ontario. The Dominion Plywoods Factory supplied the windows, doors and wing components. 

De Hovillond engineers in England then developed o true plywood fighter aircraft, the Mosquito. Due to its much lighter weight, the 
plane wos copoble of speeds up to 400 mph, while other fighters of the time could borely reoch 300 mph. The Mosquito planes were 
also assembled in Downsview and Dominion Plywoods once again supplied the doors, window frames, molded items and plywood 
components for this new and exciting aircraft. 

The following is from a marketing brochure produced by the Dominion Plywoods Factory. 
"Our entire fadlities were immediately placed at the disposal of the Government. Our plant was rehabilitated -
more technicians am/ sk11led help was secured - peacetime business was relegated to second place and w e produced 
most of the plywood required for all training planes made in Canada. Later, the more important job of supplying 
the I/at sheets and the mounded parts for the famous Mosquito plane was entrusted to us, and here again we 
have been recogniztHI as the main source of plywood supply for the World Famous Aircraft". 

The workers in the Southampton factory included many wives of soldiers enlisted in the Canadian Military from the surrounding area, 
as well as many men not eligible for military duty. Being por1 of such on importanl project mode the workers very proud of their 
contributions 1o the war effort. 

the planes produce"a in Canada participated in theolres of war in Europe, Africa and in the Far East againsl Japan. Around lhe free 
world they were heralded as one of the most outstanding aircraft of WWII. 

One moin fealure of the Mosquito aircraft was lhot it carried no defense armament, relying instead on its speed to outrun other 
oircrafl and surprise defenses before they realized lhot they were being attacked. When flying in support of other squadrons, the 
Mosquito's role was to run inlerference and distract Germon gun installations before the giant and slower Loncosters brought in the 
heavy bombs. 

During the war, the plane hod many exceptional accomplishments. In May I 944 two of the planes shattered the transatlantic speed 
record by flying from Goose Boy Labrador, NL to England in 6 hours ond 46 minutes, besting the previous record by two hours ond 
10 minutes. Pinpoint bombings in Tho Hague Netherlands and in Copenhagen Denmark, targeted and destroyed the Gestapo 
Headquarters in these two cities. At Amiens France, the Mosquitos performed o daring raid to bomb lhe prison walls, freeing I 00 
French prisoners scheduled for execution. Close to 400 prisoners ran from the prison and more than 250 reached freedom. 

The first tesl flight of a Canadian built Mosquito bomber was over Toronto on 
September 9, 1942. The lost of the l, 134 aircrafts produced in Conodo wo, 
completed in September 1945. 

Today, many children, grandchildren and great grandchildren of the Dominion 
Ptywoods workers still live in the Saugeen Shores oreo. They con be very proud 
of the enormous contributions that their ancestors made in producing this 
wonderful aircraft 1h01 ployed o major port in the success of lhe Allied Forces 
in ending the war in 1945. 

For 111ore inforrnalion on thi s o r 
o th e r his to 1· ical d ocu 1n entaUon 
cont.ac t; b1'l.1cen1uscu 111.ca 
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E ar)y sell1ers along the Saugeen River first met for worship at .. Cedar HaU'', a barn 
on the Gowanlock homestead. The original log church was built on the Scott fam1, 
Loi 26, Concession 7,Saugeen Township in 1859 by lhe people of lhe neighbourhood. 
It was constructed from cut cedar taken from the banks of the river. According to 
records. Mr. Archie Pollock was in charge of"building the comer". The original seats 
were made of split basswood logs with four split and whittled legs. Rev. Peter Scott 
crafted the present pulpit and pews by hand. Worship services were held continuously 
from the. Church opening until 1968. 

Access to the Church was by walking through the fields and crossing the river using 
canoes in summer and good sleighing in winter. Later a road was built past the 
Church. 

The log structure still remains, but has been covered with board and batten on the 
outside and plaster on the inside. More recentJy the outside walls were painted white .. 

An open shed was erected in 1891 for the accommodation of horses. It was later 
enclosed on aJI sides and it no longer exi.sts. 

Among the families who joined for worship as early as 1855 were the foHowing: 
Kennedy, Laurance, Rowand, Stirton, Bell, Gowanlock, Wallace , Bryc.e, Adams, 
Schoffield , Pollock, McKechnie, Christie, Richardson , Mrs . Roy 
Bums. Smilh. Murkar, Shill, Fmser, Telfer, Sibbals 
and Scott. 

Ounblane congregation was associated 
with several adjacent Presbyterian 
Churches throughoul the years. Al a 
congregational meeting at "Cedar HaH" in 
February 1859, ii was decided 10 negotiale 
a union with Paisley. This lasted a short 
t ime. In 1860, a union with Southampton 
was formed which lasled unlit 1873. 

j

Ounblant 
18rrsb_yttrtan 

thurcn
185,9 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 1·30 
CHURCH SERVICE 2·00 

ALL WELCOME 
• 

For several years, when there was no Minister, services: 
we.re conducted by Mr. John Eckford and elders from 
the c.ongregation. The next union was with Port Elgin, 
beginning in 1874. Arrangements were made at a 
meeting at which Mr. James Muir of Port Elgin acted 
as secretary and James Rowand and Robcn B. 
Fleming arranged the basis of union. This 
anangement lasted until 1892 at which time the. 

congregalion fom1ed a union with Burgoyne lasting unt.iJ the 
Dunblane congregation was dissolved. 

The firs t mention of a prayer meeting and Sunday school 
occurs in the records of 1862. The Book of Praise and organ 
were first used in J;muary 1910. The first organists were Mrs. 
Donald Lamoni, (formerly Florence Websler) and Mrs. James 
A. Smith (formerly Elhel Chrisiie). 

Mrs. Wm. McNeill (fomierly Jennie Hardy), was believed 10 

be the firsl child baplized in the church. The first wedding 
recorded as being held in the church was that of Margaret 
Alice Bryce, daughler of Mr. & Mrs. David W. Bryce, to Mr. 
T. Edward Dahms on August 2 1, 1948. 

This Plaque is dedicated to the past and present members of 
the Church from the Saugeen Shores Municipal Heritage 
Committee. 2009. 

Ministers 
Rev. D. Waters 1861 -1863 
Rev. D.C. McKay 1873 
Rev. James Gourlay 1875-1892 
Rev. John Bell 1894-1899 
Rev. S.D. Jamieson 1899-1902 
Rev. J. Rex Brown 1903-1910 
Rev. W..1. Walt 19 11 - 1917 
Rev. C.C. Slrachan 19 17-1925 
Rev. Alex Shepherd 1925-1931 
Rev. WA. McWilliam 1931-1936 
Rev. K.G. McMillan 1942-1944 
Rev. Wm. Quigley 1944-1953 
Rev. C.E. Fisher 1954-1962 
Rev. Doug Lennox 1964-1967 
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Playing Ball in the Communities of Saugeen Shores has a long history dating back to the 1920s. 
As early as the 30s local teams were competing regionally and even winning Ontario Provincial 
Championships. 

Port Elgin Teams with names like the Lakesides, the Pontiacs, the Dun lops, the Lakeside 
Chevvies, the Maple Squares and Ralphs all distinguished themselves as champions 
throughout the region and the province. 

In 1932, the Southampton Fishermen won a provincial championship in the Ontario Baseball 
Amateur Association with a win over the North Bay Pirates. All the players of that team 
autographed a baseball from the final game which they won 6 to o. That baseball is on display 
in our local museum. 

In the 1930s there was a Southampton Ladies Team playing in a Regional League. Throughout 
the following decades, teams with the Fishermen name, as well as the Esquires provided great 
entertainment and competition throughout the Region and all over Ontario. 

Starting in the 1990s, industrial leagues and community house leagues became popular 
involving folks from our local and surrounding communities and there was less inter-town 
competition and far fewer travelling teams. Meanwhile there would be four or five local teams 
competing in town, one or two nights a week. This started to involve more leagues for men and 
for women. And the sport continued to grow. 

The next big transition was to slo-pitch softball which added much more action and 
involvement. More and more people were attracted to the game and the need for additional 
facilities to meet this demand occurred. Our parks are now bubbling with nightly action for 
people of all ages, enjoying this great sport, no matter at what level they compete. 

''PLAY BALL'', will continue to be heard throughout Saugeen Shores for decades to come. 

For more i11for111atio11 on this or otl1er historical 
doct1111entation contact : brucen1useum.ca 

BRUCE COUNTY 
museum & cultural centre 
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The Port Elgin bay maintained its und.isnrrbed natural appearance until the aununn 

of 1849 when the first non-native settler arrived. Lauchlan 'Loch Bttie' McLean 

erected a log shanty on land lying just north of Marke t Street. 

Early Industries at 
Port Elgin Harbour 

Port IN.c:ln //arbour. CTY1//1 b'lo1Y.1/0 ro11 Icy/. I.IC.lf~ CC 

In early January of 1851, two brothers David and William Kennedy drove a horse and sleigh from Guelph lo Owen Sound and then lo 
the moulh of the Saugeen River, looking for suitable land to homestead. Near the end of March, they returned along the Saugeen River, 
using a scow (raft) to carry their belongings, settling just east of Port Elgin. 

Many settlers followed, and the Town quickly became the chief shipping centre for the rapidly developing agricuhural ond business 
community. Prior to 1857, a scow wos rowed out to meet passing ships so passengers and goods could be transferred from ship lo shore. 

In 1857, improvements were financed through private enterprise, to construct a pier. At about the same time the Government of Canada 
built a small breakwater creating a harbour. By 1890, over $80,000 had been spent on extensive improvements to enhance shipping. 

New businesses were established along the shore. Fishing provided food for local consumption and was an important trading commodity. 
Port Elgin was also well known for its grain market. Grain elevators housed grain for shipping, and flour mills were constructed to grind 
lhe groin for local use. Paradise Grove Hotel wos built on Mill Street lo occommodote passengers from the ships ond formers bringing 
grain to the flour mills. 

A brewery and o cooper shop were in operation below the hill on Green Street. Sawmills and ice delivery businesses were also established. 
There were lwo tanneries; the Bowman Brothers and Brighthop Tannery; ond the Zinkan Cress & Co. The loller was the second largest of 
its kind in 0nlario and a leading industry in Port Elgin, employing a large number of workmen. Hides were shipped in from Soulh 
America for the monulacture of 'Spanish sale' leather but a shortage of hides forced the closure of the tannery. 

Improvements continued al the harbour with dredging and the addition of range lights. Two range lights were placed al the south end of 
Harbour Street and Izzard Street; one on the main dock near the present light and the other at the north end of the harbour. The break 
wall wos extended 540 feet to accommodate expanding businesses. The Port Elgin Harbour wos second to none for safety and refuge. 

In 1905 citizens voted lo finance a spur line connecting Port Elgin's grand harbour lo the Grand Trunk Railway station. For $7,000.00, 
William McVicar & Sons agreed lo purchase a locomotive, build an engine house, build a sawmill at the harbour, purchase a righ1-of way, 
grade the rail bed and supply the railway ties for the extended spur line . 

In 1906 the McVicar & Sans saw mill employed 50 men to work in the lumber woods to lhe north and was turning out 20,000 feel of 
lumber per day. In 1907 hydro was brought in from the Denny's Damn plant located on the Saugeen River in Southampton, which 
ollowed the saw mill to run double lime - night and day. 

Lake transport gradually came lo an end when formers and industry found roil and roads a much improved means of shipping their 
produce to market. As residents and tourists started using 1he harbour and its sandy beaches for pleasure boating, swimming and 
other recreational pursuits, a new type of industry, Tourism, was born. 

Cr eated in p artnership w i lh lh e Munic ipal I l e r it.age Committee. 

Fo r more in fo rmatio n o n thj s o r o lhe,· histo 1ical 
d ocumenta t io n con tact: brucemuseum.ca 
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round 1850, John and Iden Goble arrived in Saugeen Township from England. An 1851 survey of 
Saugeen Township shows they chose Lake Range Lots 31 and 32 on the north side of Concession 6 

for their homesteads, and the area become known as Gobles' Grove. 

Iden Goble,a fisherman, built his fish house close to the shore of Lake Huron. His brother John was 

a carpenter, who built a home for his wife and two children, which was known as 'Gobleholme', and 
later became part of the Unifor complex. John's carpentry skills and tools were in great demand 

as the newly arrived settlers cleared 4 of their 100 acres to plant crops. The 1852 Agricultural 

Census reports that they harvested: 
- 1 Acre Corn -10 Bushels 
- 2 Acres Potatoes - 160 Bushels 

- 1 Acre Turnips - 100 Bushels 
- 150 lbs. Maple Sugar 

The south side of Concession 6, Lot 30, the Crown deeded to John David, who later sold the land to 
John Ross. Recognizing the potential of attracting visitors to the beautiful area. Mr. Ross developed 

picnic grounds along the shore in the late 1800s. Originally, this area was known as 'Ross Grove'. 

Mr. Ross put up swings and the area became popular for Sunday school picnics. He died suddenly 
around 1916, and Horatio Nelson bought the property. It then became known as 'Nelsons' Grove'. 

After WWI, visitors were increasing and locals were regularly helping w ith their horses to pull out 
cars that had got stuck in the sand. A concrete slab was installed to allow them to turn around 

without getting stuck. Seeing an opportunity, Mr. Nelson sold numerous lots off the south and 
west ends of Lot 30, and many summer homes were built fronting on Lake Huron, some remaining 

in the same families today. 

In the 1930s, the Eidt family, who resided on Lot 27 south of Gobles' and Nelsons' Grove, noticed 
the area for family and group picnics was disappearing wi th the growth of cottage construction. 

The family built picnic tables close to the shore and the tradition of family, church and school picnics 
resumed. The picnic area was later expanded to allow the Boy Scouts and Wolf Scouts to camp. Girl 
Guides from Ontario and Michigan also camped there. The Eidt family often joined the campers for 

song and prayer around the campfire. Over the years, the family saw continued growth in cottages 
and homes at their Grove. In 1969, memorial pillars were erected in memory of the Eidt Family. 

In the early 1920s, a small group of cottagers banded together to form a Cottage Association to 
organize social activities in t he Groves, the forerunner to the present Port Elgin & Saugeen Beachers' 

Association. Herbert Stevens, president of Stevens-Hepner Brush Factory in Port Elgin, was the 

association's first President. Other members included a lawyer, a judge, a doctor and a minister, all 
from different parts of Ontario. The Association's summer beach party was the season highlight. 

Another main purpose of the Beachers' Association was overseeing the protection of cottages from 

winter hazards and snow accumulation on cottage roofs. A local resident was hired to patrol the area 
and safeguard the cottages from t hese winter hazards, a service that is still provided 100 years later. 
As the years progressed, more needs were identified and as the membership grew, different projects 

were initiated. The Beachers' Association became affiliated with the Federation of Ontario Cottagers' 
Association. They also work in partnership with the Town of Saugeen Shores and Public Service 

Providers. Support and involvement in Shoreline Conservation Groups and Provincial Lobby Groups 
are also a priority. 

Today, the many members of the Beachers' Association are proud to name Gobles' or Eidts' Grove in 

Saugeen Shores as their summer or permanent home. 

Fo,· mor e lnfon nation o n th is o .­
other h istor ical documentation 
contact: bn.1cem useum.ca 
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The first Port Elgin Fall Fair, sponsored by the newly created North Bruce and Saugeen 
Agricultural Society, was held Oct. 15, 1857, and until it was discontinued in 1967, the 
gathering was a regular feature of what is now Saugeen Shores, bringing visitors from all 
over Bruce County. 

Early fairs were held on the land east of the old high school on Mill Street; the land was 
donated by Henry Hilker, one of the early founders of Port Elgin. In 1869 a sectional tax of 
$350 was levied by the Township of Saugeen to defray the expenses of fencing the grounds 
and to erect suitable buildings within Port Elgin for agricultural and other exhibits. By 1895, 
the Fair moved to Lakeview Park and an agricultural pavilion, familiarly known as 
''The Palace'', was built there. This Park, with its buildings, racetrack and exhibition 
grounds, became the new centre of fair-related activity. 

Schools from throughout the Saugeen community participated in Fair parades. The 
Agricultural Society sponsored competitions for farm produce, livestock, tractor and 
4-H clubs, baking and preserves, school exhibits, and handicrafts. Horses and carriages 
of all descriptions were a popular feature of the Fair, and horse races at the Fairground 
attracted huge crowds. 

In 1964, under Roy Howe, President of the newly named Port Elgin Agricultural Society, the 
Centennial Gates at the entrance to the Fairgrounds were erected. Interest in the Fair in 
the next few years decreased, and in 1967 members decided to discontinue the project. 
Society members cited a lack of volunteers as well as increasing costs as reasons for the 
decision. In 1977, the Palace at Lakeview Park was demolished. 

The Fair was resurrected in 1981 with a parade on Goderich Street, many spectators, 823 
exhibits and twice as many horses as expected. In July, 1982, the Fair was even bigger, but 
suffered a financial loss, and sadly, the Fair ended. The legacy of the Port Elgin Fair was 
continued with the creation of Pumpkinfest in 1988, an annual event which now attracts 
thousands to Town every October. 

For more information on this or other historical BRUCE COUNTY 
documentation contact: brucemuseum.ca museum & cultural centre 
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The story of Jack Stafford is one of a man from humble beginnings to fame. Born July 5, 1894, in a log cabin on Bruce-Saugeen 
Townline near North Bruce, he was one of seven children. His mother died in childbirth when he was 11. Jack juggled school with 
helping at home and working on neighbouring farms until he left to work at the Stephens-Hepner, a brush and broom factory in 
Port Elgin. 

Jack saved enough money to attend business school in Owen Sound and took advanced English classes. He moved to Winnipeg, where 
he worked in a bank and then a slaughterhouse. He met and married his wife Agnes and in 1922, their son John was born. After earning 
enough to purchase a Model T Ford, he started his career as a salesman for Proctor &Gamble; first in Alberta, and later in British 
Columbia. During that time, he developed strong relationships with ethnic minorities and Indigenous Canadians. These relationships 
were important to him during his life. 

When his job with Proctor & Gamble ended, Stafford moved to Vancouver where he and his wife started their jam business in their 
apartment, mixing the jams in their bathtub and cooking on their kitchen stove. The jam business grew and he opened a factory, but 
lost everything in the early 193o's during the Great Depression. 

Stafford moved to Toronto and using what he had learned about food production and distribution, he became a successful food broker. 
He purchased an old factory and warehouse in Toronto, and it was there that Stafford Foods produced jams and jellies for close to 50 
years that were sold in grocery stores across Canada. Syrups for sundaes became another successful product line. He sold the business 
in 1972. 

Jack became President of the Toronto Marlboros hockey team and served as the Executive Director of the Ontario Minor Hockey 
Association from 1938 until 1943. 

After his wife Agnes died, Jack married Florence Mcinroy, one of his employees. Jack and Florence had two sons named Gordon and 
Howard. The family spent a lot of their time at their Saugeen Township farm. 

Jack never lost his love for his hometown of Port Elgin. During the 1950s, he bought two farms; one on the southwest corner of 
Concession Road 4 and Highway 21, and the other on Concession Road 6 opposite what is now the Lamont Sports Park. Both farms 
quickly became thoroughbred racehorse facilities. 

The main thoroughbred farm on Concession Road 6 housed broodmares with their foals. After foals were born, the mares were 
shipped to Kentucky for breeding and then returned to await new births. The second Port Elgin farm housed mares without foals and 
some racing stock. There were up to 70 horses on the two farms. Yearlings went to another farm in King City near Toronto to start their 
racing training. 

When Stafford retired his horseracing business in 1981, his stables with their red with white stars silks had won 131 Stakes Races, 
ranking him fourth in history, only behind E. P. Taylors Windfields Farms, Conn Smythe Stables, and the Legendary Seagrams Stable. 

In 1982, Jack Stafford was inducted into the Canadian Thoroughbred Racing Hall of Fame. 

His biggest thrill was in 1973 when Queen Elizabeth 11 presented him with the trophy for winning the Queen's Plate at Toronto's 
Woodbine track. A year later, the Queen Mother presented him with the winning trophy at Woodbine. 

Stafford also dappled in the newspaper business, purchasing the Port Elgin Times, which he owned until his death on June 15, 1981 at 
age 86. He is remembered on his parents' stone in Sanctuary Park Cemetery in Port Elgin. 

Jack was a people person, a Christian, and a Philanthropist. His successes and contributions to our community and country will long 
be remembered! 

:I.. 1973 Royal Chocolate, 2. Jack with a mare 3. 79 year oldJack Stafford 4. Royal Chocolate 5- Main jarm on 
1st Queens Plate andjoal with Amber Herod 2nd 1974 Concession 6 
winner Queens Plate 1974 winner 

~ BRUCE COUNTY 
For more information on this or other historical documentation contact: brucemuseum.ca ~ museum & cultural centre 
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Lamont Sports Park today is 151 acres; in 1851 it was included as 
part of Lots 10 and 11. 

In 1864, so acres of the west half of Lot 10 was granted by patent to 
Elizabeth Clements, wife of Henry Clements. 

From 1872, this parcel of land frequently changed hands, and in 1884 it 
was sold to Thomas Stewart. In 1879, 50 acres of the eastern half of 
Lot 10 was granted by Crown patent to Dennis Cummings. Six years 
later he sold the land to his son Patrick Cummings who later became 
Reeve of the Township. Patrick Cummings' son Gordon was the only 
local resident of our community that died in the Boer War. 

The ownership of Lot 11 was less complicated, as in 1865, the 100 acres 
was granted to Benjamin Shantz under a Crown patent. 

On December 15, 1885, the High Court of Justice of the Chancery of 
Ontario awarded under a certificate of vesting order, the west half of 
Lot 10 to Patrick Cummings, following a legal battle involving claims 
from 14defendants including William Ruby and members of the 
Clements and Cummings families. 

More turbulence ensued as six neighbours vied for more land to get 
access to Mill Creek for water for their animals. Eventually, in 1868, 
Thomas Cummings acquired 51 acres of Lot 11 bordering on Concession 
Road 6, which he then passed on to his son, Dennis Cummings, who 
in 1885, gave it to his son Patrick Cummings, making him the sole 
owner of the 151 acres. 

In 1890, Patrick Cummings became Reeve of Saugeen Township and 

Warden of Bruce County. 

In 1911, Patrick Cummings sold the 151 acres to Walter Walker, who seven years later sold 
the property to John and Mary Smith. In 1927, Mary Smith, then widowed sold the land 
to Oliver and Bertha Gingrich who kept the farm until March 1943. 

It was then sold to William Turner Lamont and his wife Irene. It became the family home 
where they operated a mixed farm and raised their family. 

In January of 1966, William and Irene sold the property to their sons, Wilmer and Joseph 
Lamont. Starting in 1969 and through 1972 there were a variety of transactions involving 
Canadian National Railway to build a short-term spur line along the west side of the 
property. E. C. King Construction entered into an agreement with the Lamont brothers 

to remove aggregate from the property to be delivered by CN Rail for construction of the 
nuclear facility that today is known as Bruce Power. 

These agreements ended in 1972. The lands that the spur line was on were sold to the town 
for a token amount and became part of the rail trail network in our community. The Lamont 

family continued to operate the pit from 1972 until 1995. 

In 1995, Wilmer and Joseph Lamont sold the property to Harold Sutherland who operated 
the pit until 2019. From 1981 to 2019 more than 1,795,852 tons of gravel and sand removed. 
This does not include the tons of aggregate removed by E. C. King Contracting in the two 
years they operated the site in 1971 and 1972, and by the Lamont family up to 1980 for which 

there are no records of the amount of aggregate removed. 

In 2018, Harold Sutherland and the Town of Saugeen Shores negotiated a favorable 
agreement for the sale of the pit to the town and planning for this wonderful facility began. 

Today there are six world-class ball diamonds, walking trails and playgrounds as well as 
space for future development. The Grand Opening was held on June 24, 2023 

For more information on this or other historical ~ BRUCE COUNTY
donunentation comact ; bn1Ce1nuseun1.ca ~ museum & cultural centre 
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111 !858. t/1e ,,,uny lighthouses al<lng the Bruce Coast haue off.,r d 1>rot<: ct1<J11 to sa ,tors and shlJJS on the 
10,1/t?rs of c;«-~<)rgian Bay ,111d /...all.e l-lur,,11 'Joday, these l1gl,1houses for-111 on~ ,,f the largest concentrauon:s of 
11avigati<)nal aids 011 t/1e (jreut Lu/1es 

Light eepers to t e escue watcl t ~d as La1nb rt row d t\1Yougl1 
cascading waves to \J\uck t\1e111 to sat ty.

Ligl1tl1ouses are beacons of safety on For t1is l1t:1mane and ga\\a.11t acti ns, t\1e 
st<>rmy seas. They mark shoals and Government o{ Canada awarded h\1,1 a 
reefs a11d guide ships into a safe t1arbour. gold watcl1. 
But witl:i great regularity, scl1ooners anc\ 
steamers still came to a bad encl - even On August 31, 190G, tl"\e schooner 
witJ1 the frie11dly beam of a ligl1thous in Cavalier ran onto tl1 nort\1 re >f f 
the distance. It was then that the heroic Ct1antry Island. Once mor Lan1bert 
keeper took to his life-savirig boat in a took to his boat. This timQo it was the 
desperate effort to bring stranded Roya\ Ca11adian Hun1ane Association 
sailors to shore. that recognized his courage, award,ng 

him a bronze medal.
Chantry Island's lightkeeper, William Mc­
Gregor Lambert, was one of the most Today, William McGregor Larnbert~s
decorated of these stalwart men,. Keep­

medals for heroism are on disp\ay at t\1e 
er of the light on Chantry Island from Bruce aunty Museum and Cultural
1880 to 190?, Lambert personally res­

Centre in Soutl1ampton.
cued dozens of people from drowning. 

On September I, 1892, William Lambert sun
battled a full gale for ten hours before he f;';>ontar\o 
was finally able to rescue tl1e crew of the 

For mor information on the lighthou esinking schooner. Nettie 11'oodward. of the Bruce Coa t. visit the Brue Count}, 
Clinging to the rigging ancl masts of the 1'1useum & Cultural C ntre in Southampton. 

imperiled vessel, the terrified sailorsV.llllam M, Gr~:or L.ambe,1 B~ Coan/) ,4/us~um & An:h,ve, 

'\'lS1t ur sw ebs1t 



 

archeological significance of this historic site has been of interest 
dating back to the early 1900s. 

It was while owned by Richard Nodwell in the l950's that the 
site first underwent archeological investigation which 
continued throughout the next two decades. I t was 
determined that the site was the location of an Iroquois 
village whose inhabitants had arrived in the early 1300's from 
the east, possibly an area close to Lake Simcoe. The village 
consisted of twelve Long Houses surrounded by a double 
stockade. The Long Houses measured up to 43 meters in 
length and were constructed of a bark-covered pole frame. 
The village could accommodate approximately 500 people 
in its two to three acre site . 

.... 

A full archcological dig began and uncovered fragments of pottery for cooking, smoking pipe s , arrowheads, adzes, 

This is the only kno wn Iro quois settlem ent in Bruce C ounty and 
w as approximately 120 kilometers fro m any othe r sett lem ent o f th e 
Iro q uois people. Tt may have been established to trad e w ith other 
tribes from m o re northero a reas of O nta rio. Trees were c leared 
from the land and u sed to build their Long H ouses and stockades. 
T he land was then fanned to s upply food inc lud ing com , tobacco 
and o ther s ta ples o f their diet. F ishing and hunting were also 
important activ it ies. 

Afte r about 20 years the lroqu ois people departed . M any theor ies 
exist as to why they le ft- fear of hostile attacl<, exhaustion o f 
conveniently located w ood and ba rk or soil CJ.Uality d e pletion 
through c ultivation. lt is p ossible that they returned to thefr orig ina l 
na tive area in Si.mcoe Cowny. 

awls and netting needles. Weapons and tools of the Iroquois people w e re mostly made of stone and bone. Under th e direction of Dr. Ja mes Wrig ht of the 
National Museum of Man. the site was restored in the mid 1970's with the stockade and some Long Houses be ing e rected. A few years la te r however, a l I 
were disassembled due to economic and safety concerns. In 1980 the locaJ Kinsmen Club turned the s ite into a Participation park. In 199 3 it becam e a 
designated historical site and, in 1994, became the park and historical site that re mains today. Photo credits: Victor J,ast. Lindsay 'fhornburn 

N ewspaper c lipping courtesy: Kirchener Wa 1erloo Record 
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EARLY DAYS 
tn 1851. Ale.,a1nder Vtd,11~ survey ~atcd the farms In the l,11.e R,1p9c of 
SaU9t'Cn T◄ nsh,p, le,,ivlng a t Chllln (66 foot 20•n1e1reJ allow,,nce along 
rhe .shotc for publlca~ss.His sl<erc:h show~ ~mall cl<'arlngs on the r:td9e 

ml.'.lnd.and his nore.s descnbc the tree cover both .:,long the shore ond 
above the slope A5 rod.:ty, the Huron F,lnge was greened with ced,11, while 
h."lrdwoods such .H ni.,pfe, elm and beech grow on the upland.VldcJf·~ ( 
dra""1ng shows a lme which may be a trall; other early rext refers walkIn!} 
between the settlements ar Port Elgin .1nd Southampton 'along the shore 

One can rmagme early Narive peoples using such a parh when winter 
pre'Vflntl!d ""•HCC travel 

Some ofthe patents (Crown Deeds] for these farms, lots •13 to SO. 
were Mid by founders of f><?rt Elgin and some byother early 

secrlers The SaugeenlGode11ch Road, laid our by 0,1vid,G1bson 
Jnd opened ,n the 1860s, followed the inland boundary 
of these lots 
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An intense storm hit the coast on Sunday night, October 5, 1986, washing out the 
road ,n two places Fallen trees blocked the higher portion. Planned erosion 
control measures turned into a reconstruction effort, with tons/tonnes of armour 
stone,yards/metres of landscape fabric and the moving of power lines 

An aenaJ viaw from 2010 :shows lhe '°"' i.llf!I of Lol<e Huron Cha shooaE.e l1aiJ and !he load 
along $Ide lho IIUIWM CQlaurs of!he~ Himi,, Fringe_ (phou, 8tad Pr),dej 

ROAD&TRAIL 
North Shore Road 1s one ofthe few stretches on the coast where one can travel at actual waterside. It has long been popular with wa\kers, cychsts, in-\ine 
skaters and families strolling with children and dogs. Road races and fund-raising runs have also followed this route.This section of trail connect1ng Port 
Elgin. Saugeen Township and Southampton officially opened ,n 2011, under the new name North Shore Trail.The Road and theTrail provide a window on 
lake Huron's awe-insprring sunsets and dramatic skyscapes with Chantry Island and its ImperialTower lighthouse in the distance.
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COTTAGERS & RESIDENTS 
The first lakeside -esidents were cottagers, reaching their hollday homes by 
a seasonal lane that began at the harbour and exended north on relatively le•el 
land. In the 1930s,properties at the other end had access only from Concession 1O. 
By 1950, the two patts connected with a narrow, rougli road In summer, Bolander's 
Bakery in Port Elgin used "the front road" to deliver fresh bread to cottagers.Blocks 
of ice arrived by the same route for those with ice-boxes; some kept food cool in 
wire baskets placed in the nearby creek As cottages were converted to year-round 
use,and full-time res,dents built homes, the Townsh,p added services such as 
snowplowing and garbage collection.The record-setting snowfall of 1977-78 forced 
temporary closure of the road. By that time, snowmobiles wer~ common, allowing
residents access to their homes 

STORM & WATER DAMAGE, 

Great lakes water levels peaked in 1986 after several cycles of low and high water. 
The Township's erosion control project was set to beg,n October 1, 1986. 

In .,,. ...,.. non,, hon, - bottom ol Um.> Hlln Hill 
aom, ~~sc:ontlllCM tot»rror mo~ 
/photo. - & Ool>~, • ' ~ • , • 
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Goderich Street 1909 
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In April 1851, Mr. A. Vidal arrived at the mouth of the Saugeen River with 
instructions to survey the area, "Commencing at the northwest corner of 
the Township of Brant to carry the Elora Road as originally projected to 
somewhere close to the mouth of the Saugeen River and to then, survey 
into farm lots''. 

This area became Bruce and Saugeen Townships. Saugeen Township 
consisted of more than 30,000 acres. Concession roads were surveyed in 
a west to east direction through significantly forested area. Good quality 
farmland was widespread in both Townships. The spine of the Township 
of Saugeen was known as Goderich Road and became a reality a few years 
later. 

Early Settlers began to arrive before the survey was complete and one of 
these, George Butchart, built a dam on Mill Creek where he erected a 
sawmill. By 1853 he had been joined by Henry Hilker, Samuel Bricker, 
Clement Sieffert, Ben Schantz, Martin Hoover and Jack Stafford. These 
families settled on farm lots after the survey and quickly had their land 
subdivided into town lots, beginning a new community. 

The earliest corner developed was at Mill and Goderich Streets. Jack 
Stafford opened a tavern on the northeast corner and became known as 
Stafford Corners. In 1854, Alex Kennedy had a store on the southeast 
corner; he was instrumental in securing a postal terminal and became the 
first Postmaster. The Post Office named the settlement "Mormanton", 
later changed the spelling to "Normanton" which was to the displeasure 
of the residents. This name remained until the Village was incorporated. 

A small frame school was built on Victoria Street (now Highland Street) 
in 1854. In 1875 a large brick school was built around the corner on Mill 
Street. In the decades that followed expansions, additions and new 
structures were built to meet the educational needs of the growing 

•community. 

The population grew steadily over the next 20 years and by 1874 the 
downtown had become a thriving business area, home to many 
businesses including the Merchant Bank, Lowery's Barbershop, Hutton's 
Harness Shop, Daughtery's Drug Store, Burgess Law Office, William 
George Monumental Works, Eaton's Butcher and Bowes Bakery . 

In 1860 Bart hion Smith opened a brick factory, producing distinctive yellow bricks that can still 
be seen today adorning many buildings. Local clay was of the highest quality and these bricks 
were also in high demand in the surrounding communities. 

Several factories were built to serve the community. These included Schantz's Grist Mill, 
Buschling's Rake Factory, McLaughlin's Foundry, Buschling's Pump Factory, also a woolen mill 
and a button factory operated by several entrepreneurs. By the 19oo's, the Stevens-Hepner 
Broom and Brush Factory dominated the industrial landscape of the town. 

The first established churches in the community were Methodist, United Brethren and 
Presbyterian. These were quickly followed by other congregations. A number of these 
churches are still active. 

This small community was committed to providing services and meeting the needs of the 
residents. Regular train service began in1872 providing convenient transportation for local 
citizens, businesses and tourists, as it had become a tourist destination during the summer 
months. 

The population increased reaching a required number to separate from Saugeen Township. 
County Council passed a By-law on June 7, 1873 incorporating the Village of Port Elgin, in 
honor of James Bruce, the 8th Earl of Elgin and Governor General of Canada from 1847- 1854 . 
An election was held the following January; Henry Hilker was elected Reeve. 

Today, evidence remains along Goderich Street going back to these bygone days. The Hilker 
Block built by Henry Hilker in 1878, still stands on the southwest corner of Goderich and Mill 
Streets. Over the years it has housed a wide variety of retail and commercial businesses. 

The Arlington Block was built by D. 0. Bricker in the 187o's south of Green Street on the east 
side of Goderich Street, being a hotel for many years as well as retail-commercial and later 
apartments. Today modern businesses make the downtown a vibrant and popular place to 
spend time shopping and it is still a great spot to meet friends, just as it was in the 1850s. 

For more infor111ation on tl1is 01· otl1er historical BRUCE COUNTY
doc111nentation contact: bruce1nuse111n.ca museum & cultural centre 

https://bruce1nuse111n.ca




as described in the 1820 hydrographic survey of Lake Huron, 
offered easy landing for Indigenous peoples and immigrant settlers. 
Upon European settlement, waterfront uses became commercial: 
shipping, fishing, sawmills, tanneries and feed mills. 

The development of resorts and building of family cottages near 
the beach followed. Popular in the 1880s was the mineral spring 
on the property known as the Paradise Grove Hotel. Visitors and 
locals enjoyed the waterfront activities of the era which included 
mineral baths and the "bracing breezes that blew off Lake Huron". 
The hotel had many name changes over the years: Lakeview Inn, 
Royal Princess Lodge, Edelweiss Motel and Paradise Inn. It hosted 
the Toronto Maple Leafs training camp of 1928-29. 

Bruce County Museum & Cultural Centre - A2018.025.003, Beach Carnival 

Bruce County Museum & Cultural Centre - A2014.008.0790, The Band Concert, Port Elgin Beach 

A major increase in cottage development came after James 
Cameron, Grand Trunk Railway Station Agent and eventually 
Reeve, convinced Town Council that trains would easily bring 
many tourists. He instigated the transformation of a working 
harbour to one of Ontario's finest summer recreational beaches. 
City folk escaped the heat to swim in beautiful clean water of 
Lake Huron and feel the cool lake breezes. The local newspaper 
printed who was staying where. 

A Bandstand was built and a summertime tradition on Sunday 
evenings featured local musicians or visiting bands to be enjoyed 
by all. A larger bandshell replaced the original in 1967. A gazebo 
called the Emmett McGrath Pavilion was designed to mimic the 
original bandshell. It was constructed to follow the Sunday night 
music tradition. 

The Cedar Crescent Casino dance hall opened in 1924 and 
featured dancing to Big Band music. Teen dances with Rock & 
Roll bands were a highlight of many youths' summer holidays. 
Destroyed by fire in August 1970, the Lion's Club Casino rose 
from its ashes. It was home to parties and community events 
including the Port Elgin Tourist Association's Flea Market. It was 
closed in 1989 and torn down in Spring of 1990. 

For many teens, beach activities provides summer jobs: swimming instruction, lifeguarding, restaurant positions, marina assistance and town 
maintenance. Many community service groups benefitted from fund-raising at the Beach Carnivals, offering games of skill or chance, 
on summer evenings. 

Residents and visitors enjoy leisurely strolls along the waterfront trail system, eat meals or treats at the beach, watch 
the more adventurous activities and witness beautiful sunsets. Even in winter, people come to the beach to witness 
Mother Nature's power. 

Cedar Crescent Casino, Port Elgin, Ont. 

• 
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Bruce County Museum & Cultural Centre - A2074.008.0826 

Bruce County Museum & Cultural Centre - A2074.008.0837 

The Town Booth and privately owned Tuck Shop (Beachside Cafe) 
served refreshments and treats on the beach. The Bluewater Tea 
Room (Harbourlite Restaurant) and Sunset Lodge (Edinburgh 
Hotel) served full meals. 

Beach activities used to include real grass mini golf, swimming 
lessons, tennis; and more recently beach volleyball and the 
Saugeen Shores Lifesaving Club training, pleasure boating, jet 
skiing, paddle boarding, kayaking and canoeing. 

Iconic attractions have included tour boats and trains. The Restless 
I & II tour boats, carried passengers along the Lake Huron shore 
to admire the scenery & sunsets. The Port Elgin & North Shore 
Railroad, fondly known as "The Train" operated two locally built 
steam locomotives. The 1st operated 1973-1978 within Northshore 
Park. The second, on a mile looped track from The Station on the 
main beach through Northshore Park, ran until 2017. 

Bruce County Museum & Cultural Centre - A2013.012.16446 

A2013.012 6446 Beach Crew 1972 

RECREATION AT THE PORT ELGIN BEACH 



View ofharbour with Chantry Mand in the background 

The crew of the 
Frank G. MacAulay are shown 
pulling in nets filled with trout, 
whitefish and herring. 

The Frank G. MacAulay fishing tug in Southampton 

Canadian Patrimoine 
Heritage canadien Canada 

Southampton was found~ ¥1.i'.S4~wj~~t
William. Kennedy built a cabin at ttieJnoufh o .I 

south side. From here the.town gJ:eWr.tJie river . 
sailors and a harbour for fisherrnen.2-. <. :. ··• 

For many years, a long sandbar s~~ !lCI";;{t: 
boats to sail around itor be wrec:Lced.:lt11836;. 
breakwater on the north banktq(S!9Pi~f·.~··· • • 
building. a pier on the south sidet•Bf 1897' .·.. ···•· 
cleared a path 22 feet wide aridJ~:J~~tde~1f 

The south pier became a busy place lined with w 
drying reels for the gill nefs.. J~e h.at9pm- .~~~• ~~9,
launched from its yards.·· ••• • • ·: • '·i .•··•. /, •> 1•,,,r •;\ •ti'Ij/:J;:i!\. 

,·,}::•)'•~··;.(? 

Capt. Alfred A. Hackett was the first builder and h 
It was a schooner of 39 tons. By 1897 his shipyard 
being 138 tons. Nathan Doran's 11 Saugeen B6 •·•·. < • 
- fishing tugs, cabin cruisers ~d'skiff'.$, 

In the 19th century trout, whi~fish.a11d'hitrlng .ab~: i i~Jnxt~~{
fishing fleet included 13 saili~g-vessels and tJlr,~~ ~t~~~g$ [. 
sheds workers packed 60-".poµnd boxes of(isliir(ic¢ ar,1,ij's~nftbl

1 '~.'.'<, ,,:-·· ,,·-,,i•'/;: ·',i•,, ;[ iii·,,:-·,->,, '··,•,-'';i ,1) \''.,: :-1;'·.r••,,,>'<), 

Sadly, in the 1940s and l 950s, ~ ~Jamprey};;,~~i'.(ii!/J? 
preyed on native fish, dealing a\s¢rioµs blowto'J:t:lefi~ijhitlm:: 
simply disappeared. 
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h ,1,, I ha'> e pan<le<l 10 m,,rc than YGO

tu<lents 1n ::>.tl<ll lr,1cn1 a J,,7en 111 1451. a11<l t ull)ll c.:\a,,c..: , 111 av·,nety ,1\ med,um he\I 111
e"eral d1\tere nt lo-=atci,,n . inc;lud111g \acnd <.:a l)<! cand .irc.:hitecture pa1nt1ng ,,n \11<. at,,111 .• , ,, � 11.

a
ttract , 1.u d e11 1.-, a .:r ,,,, the \a11<l 
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namc ed 11 the Southampton Arc t Sc.:h,,,,I. an ti c
c,,ntinuc<I in tl11h role until her ret,rcment in 199 ::>.  
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numc erous ho11our!, f<lr \1cr c,,ntribut11l11 t,1 
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Earl) pl11ns of ,ourharnpton designate this parcel of land us n Market Square. In 1862, citizen:; r.1i~cd funds to build a <lrill shed 
here. " here troops practi::.cd for a decade. 

The villt1ge'.· fir.-t T0\\'11 l1nll wa,· buill on AJb,n trcct North. Council 1nct in the uppcr storey, ,vlulc the street level provided 
• choolroom_. \\ hen the , illagc took o, er the drill hall, they renovated the building and held a grand concert and ball to ,nark its 
opening in December 1"'73-. The Pubhl. l.hool Board becan1c o,vncrs of the original To,vn 11all. 
,vhicl1 the Board ~old in 1;;79 to thl. S1 L.t\\TCllC(; Ma"'onic Lodge. 

\'\7l1c:-11 Soutban1pton gained tO\\'Il srarus in 190-.S. .t ne\\ municipal building bccan1c a goal 
Ratepayers agreed in 1908 to debenture the c;ost but it ,vas 1910-with a change of Council 
and ne\\ plans--bcfore the project \\'ent 3head 

The di2niticd buildine \\Ould become a landmark \\"ith red brick, arched \.vindows. a church-like 
entrance, and bell ron;er. In J\.1ay 1910. Iayor \\'illiam McGregor and Council accepted the 

only tender, from Peter Knechtel. owner of the 
Chippewa Lumber Company to build the new • 

To~n Hall at an agreed pnce of$10,947.00. 
You1h 1.1llitary Dnlb c 188 I 

The old building \.Vas sold and moved to High Photo credit Bruce Count) Miueum & Cultural Caure 
Street near Grosvenor, serving as an 
entertainment hall until a fire destroyed tt. The Clock
During the summer of 1910, the ne\v 
municipal building rose on this site. With Members of the Great Was Veterans Association met in uie io,vn Ha\\horses to puJJ the ropes. a system of pulleys for many years. Recognition for the sacrifice of their comrades took 
ltfted matenaJs. By September, construction Peter and Wilhelmina Knechtel, the form of a memorial cloc~ installed in l 922. The unveiling
slo\ved because ofdelays in rail shipments with their children Clayton and Emma ceremony included dedication of the clock with electro-magnetic 
ofbncks and questions about the strength of Photo Credit· Art and Betty Knechtel \vorks, and a tablet naming the soldiers from Southampton and the 
iron girders. In November, a group ofcitizens Saugeen Reserve who ·fought and d1ed in the Great War' . 
asked for an extra twelve feet of tower to accommodate a future town clock and 
bell. W.J George, a Port Elgin monwnent maker, supplied the date stone for Since 1972, watchmaker Walter Mackowski has cared for the clock. 
$ I 9.00. After a silent penod, it was refurbished m 2000 and still kee1>s 

accurate time 
Council set rental rates for such community events as dances, socials, church /11 meetings, and moving picture shows. By July 1911, Council was ready to accept 
the keys, and the Town celebrated the official opening in August. The contractor - The Bell 

j received final payment m 1912, although it fell short ofcovering his actual costs. 

Ringmg of a Town bell began 1n
Through the years, Southampton Town Hall was the scene ofmany social 1875, a duty of the Town Hall
and civic events from dances to nom1natton meetings. Musicians - caretaker. A replacement for the
and actors, both local and professional, performed on its onginal bell, which had cracke~ 
stage. Pol1ce cells and courtroom occupied the arrived m 1895. Removed m 
basement. Townsfolk remember when the 1910, 1t was re-installed m the
present-day Art Gallery was Southampton's new Town Hal\ and dedicated
mun1c1pal office. along with the clock. 

PoslcardshoHing Southampton Tourn Hall July 1913 
Photo cred1i Bruce Counl}' Museum & Cultural Centre In 1979, the Local Architectural Conservation The Fire Hall, on the south 

Advisory Committee worked to designate the en~ served the Town from 
Town Hall as a building ofarchitectural and historical interest. This move preserves the heritage 1923 to 1974 
elements, while allowing interior changes and improvements One maJor enhancement, the lift, 
was installed in 1985. 

In 2011, the Town ofSaugeen Shores celebrated the centennial ofSouthampton's Town Hall. Facade 
improvements and interior upgrades continue as the building's second century unfolds. 

Poste, for /920 Social Event Photo credit: Bn,ce County Museutn & C11ltural Centre 
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I luo It ;1111.. 11,1, I l,~·1-'.• lll II S puth 111 de , 11 u 1.. IIIHI C ) 1._ tuhc 1 c; 111 ", ..\ 111 
1he ( ·,u1l1h, ,Ul ( )!.;1..,111 ,u1d 1.:1111111\Ul'li ll[) IIH CII I l.11i.l 1 ,,1 Ncutll 
<\111l·ri1._u h,·l1•r1..· 1)\1)\lill!,' 1ulo1nd 11._•;u .: hillf!. ( llll,UIII llll ( h 1,,h ., 
It, 11, he dow11~1;1JL•d l1c11n H·, hunu.:anc , t,t\U !-i llu h1..·,1,y 

r,1111h und ~tn1ng \\IJJtd-. pc1,1,tcd 1.,1ut.1ng llHtj•1r 111111111111,! , ind -dan1,1gl' with IO'ih ul Ith· 1n tin· pr11\I llll.l" 

1•01 lhl.· 1.:n.·,v ol nu,11:U ·1 rain fl\ 1LJ .111d 
cnfinc II I _\ \ l), on -.l.hcdu\1.· 111 1._h·pafl 
11.-1\lncrslon , on t )i.:lubcr I() , 1lJ',4 101 
Soulli.u11pton on its n1glHly run. c-,·1~rylh1n~ 
scc n1cd lob\:' 1n order cxccpl l1r~rnan ~h."'""arl 
Nh.holson ,vui-. uncxpla1nably unca..y \ le 
hesitulcd tn leuving his cxpc1.:t.:1nt wile ..it h\111\l.: 
but duty c:ullcd. When th..: train pulled oul ot 
1hc slalion bound tor Southan,pton he twi1.:c 
looked buck al his home. 

As Train 1/179 approached 1L'-, terminus at 
Soulhan1pton around It ·JO p.1n_, tragedy struc\.., 
When c rossing a c.;ulvl!rt. !loot.Jed by the heavy 
rains fron1 Hurricane 1ta:1e\. the trac.:k gave way 
causing the engine lO derail. fhe ren1aln1ng c.;ar~ 
drove into the back of the dera1le<l cnt!tne i.:au~1ng: 
it to fill up with sand and din an<l lhe stca1n pipes 

lo burst tilling the cab wi th live stea1n. Engineer Gordon Mc.;Ca\\unl ,va!'.) 
buried up to his neck in sand while fireman Nicholson ,vas pinned hy the 

l\Vl~te<.1 metal of the ,vrcck. 

The remaining crew. ,vho ,vere unhurt. 1ushed to the a1d of t\1e t,vo 
trapped men, and with supreme effort freed McCallum from the pile ot 
sand. Nicholson. who ,vas sti ll conscious, was removed after being, 1..:ut 
free of the twisted metal that entrapped him. Both men ,vere taken to the 
Southampton hospital where they succumbed shortly thereafter to tl1etr 
injuries. Dr. Murray Flock attended at the scene. 

The cre,v ,vho accon1panied McCallum and Nicholson on this ill fated 
trip were Conductor Arthur Sherlock of Southampt,1n, Baggage Man 
Raymond Darragh of Southampton; Brakeman Cecil Christmann ol Port 
Elgin and Mail Clerks George Hills and Doug Sharman. T,vo passenger, 
on the train were Mrs. W. Whittaker who suffered shoulder i111uries and 
Kenneth Diebel, boyi of Southampton. 

Gordon McCallum, age 58, ,vas a 35 year employee ,vho \1ad recently 
moved from Parry Sound, Ontario to Palmersto11. He is survived by ,vile 
Joan and daughter Margaret. Gordon ,vas interred in PaTT) ound. 

Stewart Nicholson age 33 was employed as a fireman ,v1t\1 the NR. He 
was born in Minto Township and resided in Pa\1nerston for the past 10 
years . He ,vas married to Betty Hastings of outhampton and has t,vo 
sons David and Paul Ste,vart Nicholson. Stc,vart ,vas i11terred in the 

Harriston cemetery. 

Spt.'clul Th11nks: Co-Sponsor ' 'Grosvcnor-..'s or Suuthumpton" In thl." " Old Statkm' ' et lhe end ofth~ Ra\\ lntl\ 
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A government complete with a long the Long Dock due building was moved 
The shoreline is put on an amateur on the beach. After Pinafore, from the promenade was 

· ···•···· ••• ·' .,;:~~·~tj.c~~e:~~q~,~~~i:~.sey¢i~{tt~Jt5' ..' .....•.. ·,.· 
·.•· >I....ig~tfi~ <c·· .'Va&b~ittinthe1Iat~t~~ps,a·S40~:t~ot1......... •• '6fiilt6ut.• fromth~northeastpoint.oftheislandtowardt\t~.mai .· .. <>.··•·····•···•.·•·•··iillt>re,theSte~riib~~t/ t••····· .·Wharf,known.. locally as the Bogµs Pock, was~uilt at thef<;,~)\~tPa.lmerstonS~e,¢t;Thenjnthe 1870s, 011e ofthe.1argestconstruc~i~nprojects.onl~e.1-Iuronghqre ./. •took.place. In.a .. $300,000·programthatwas cowpleted in.sµig,$over•.seyenyeru;-s,·the Long Dock, an extensive breakwat~r, wa&. nstructed ~t~een the mainland 

,_ ."·,,:-L,1
View ofClumtrylsland and the Harbow rJ/Rejuge and ChantryIsland with a'gap' forshif>S,;o~11 •The projec-twas tneantto provide aHarbour of Refuge for vess~ rms along the ~oast. 

With the arrival of train service.in 1872, th·. ock·wasbuilt 450feet southof the Long Dock and arailway line exten the landing pier so thatboth ships and trains could unload cargo an ngers.life-saving station was constructed in 1908 on the beach near the footofPalmerston Street ramp enabling the lifeboat to be quickly launched. In 1918, however, it was moved onto By the early 1950s, the docks had succum rms but remnants of the massiveto problems launching during storms. The station continued operations until 1937 when the cribwork can still be seen beneath the surf eafter, the landing pier built onashore and converted to asummer cottage on Beach Road. the south side of the Saugeen River, becam ain docking area for the town. 
unique for its historic boardwalk. In 1895, agroup of community-minded locals and touristsproduction of the famous opera, "HMS Pinafore". Their goal was to put awooden walkwaythe opera was aroaring success, they were able to build atrue 'board' walk named Thefoot of High Street to the Park Hotel and cottages o:n Knowles Lane. In 1906, thereplaced with cement and extended to the Long Dock at the end of present day Beach Road. 
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In 185 1 the govemment of Upper a mada 

sem SUJveyors to SaubJCCil Township to 

djvidc 35,000 acn.os of bus hl ~md into 

I00 acre f~un1 lots, Alex \Vallace 

and his wife Mary-Ann amved ; 
r 

as th e first settlers in 
SaugeenTownship, \• 

building a log house 

on C.onccs._-;ion I . ( 

'. 
' · , ~·· 

.. 

•. 

Ear~ il18l2, Mr. Woloce and two lrietlds waled 2 yolks of oxen ond 4cows from Guelph up !he Gorolroxo Rood, pO>t O..~worlh 
,,, ond crossed on oko~ lt.,._,t, wholtodoy .Wdbe Taro and llorgayne. ~exonder McNabb, 1he uawn Land Agent, opened lis oHi<e 

ot lhe ma<Jth allhe S.ugeen ~"' and began the sa~ of form plo~ lor 2sliUilgs (about S2J per oue. S.~s wont q~ck~ ond in 
Jon...-y IBl41he pcl1lUiation hod grown ond the Townsh~.., granted mt11icipo s1onding. A nve--ber council wos ~eded with 
McNabb being 1he fir~ Reeve. 

Trois become roodseoo~ing farmers ta sel their form prodvds to the growing ~loges of loolhempton ond Por1 Elgil. By 1856 
ov~~nd mail"'" delivered on trois lhot developed ilto lhe Boro Rood ond Goderich Rood. By 1he I860's doily ship service from 
Goderich allowed 1fle !Ole of farm products and IJmber beyOJd !he foeof COIIIOJJ ri~, gre~ emoncing the focal economy. 

In I873 with the orrivol of !he rolwoy, lornl<!s c~red more klnd to increase lv~ock p<oduction in order to satisfy the dernonch of 
the ropi<ly growing olio< in Soulhern Ontar~. Stockyards opened in Turnen and Port Elgin OS '"""'' ilcreased li~oc k slip<nent< 

Volume of klnd worked .., irit~l~ depet>dent on 1he obil~ of horses, oKen ond bosic farm eqt.ip"""t but by 1he eor~ 1900's 1he 
steom and gas-powe<ed equ~nt revolutioo significant~ increased p<oductM~. 

Folowing WWII, ~became known that the ~nd in Saugeen Townsl;p was ,.;mMe lor growing tobauo. By 1948 there were two farms 
growi"l the high"''"' crop ond very rapid~ olher forms converted to tobacco. The induslry flourished generotilg """'""' work. 
By 1972 there wore 27 tobcxco forms ~entined wi1h over I,000 acres growi"llhe crop i1 S.ugeen ood i~ over 1he River in Aroobel 
ondArrOIL The crop value exceeded $1,000,000 makilgita mop- por1ollhe la<oleconomy. The end come iWasq<.idc~ ooo by 
the ~to 70's lheforms hod be01 <ortYOrled to olher cropr. The lobocco &o Hod Ended' 

In the 50's ond 60's gov.-rrnent regoanons ond quotas lor dairy and fowl preswred 1he exister<e ollhe sma l lomi~ IO<m. Some 
formers chose 10 e~nd, rolo~ng between uM aops of corn, beom and wheat, wtile othets ~arted working of plo<es 51Xh os Onlorio 
Hydro to supplementtheir dedirif'lllOim incomes. The ~oof the 100-<><re lonily form in S.ugeen Jowmlipwos end~g. 

T~y1he rnoiori~ ol lond is used for cosh aopr whi~ ohandful of large beef operations roma~ wilh a lew dairy, pig, she'!' and 
chKken opera~ons. 

Forming remoils o~~ por1 of the e<onomy ol our <ommtllity, b~ ~ has changed rernork~ since its begilrings ~ ~e 1850'< 

For more infonnation on this or· 
other hisloricaJ doc ument:~lion 
contacl: hn.ICCmuseum.ca 

https://hn.ICCmuseum.ca
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Southampton's Father of tourism wa, William F. Knowle.,. born in Palmerston m 1860. A, a 
baggageman on 1he Grand Trunk Railway. he stopped often in Somhamp1on. admired the beauty of 
the bench und dreamed of a summer resort with hotel und other attractions, 

He bought the "Knowle, Block": the lakefront land bounded by Morpeth. Huron and Chantry View 
(formerly Wellington) and. in 1888. opened the Park Hotel. II eventually grew from six rooms 10 38 
and wa, also known as the Lakeside Inn. Lakeview and finally The Breakers. 

William and Eliza Knowles had three sons: Albert. William ("Biscuit") and Russell. and four 
daughters, Lydia, Irene, Lulu and Maude. The Park wa, always busy thanks 10 Mrs. Knowles' 
wonderl"uJ whitefish dinners. lea biscuits and pies. 

Knowles set abou t bui lding cottage. on his land-a dozen by 19 10. I.umber lay near at hand: he 
would gel hi young sons up at the ,rack of dawn to salvage wood washed ashore after falling off 
boots from the lumber mill opposite Chantry bland. 

Families came by train and 'luickly filled the Knowles• collages. In 1921 rent was 
$25 for the season. 

Knowle named some cottages after his daughters: Lydia. Maude and Irene & 
Lulu. a double cottage. When Knowles died of a heart attack in 1918. Eliza. Irene 
and Lulu continued 10 run the hotel with the help of Russell. 

The Knowles built a Dance Pavil ion and broughl in well -known orchestras such 
as Guy Lombardo. The pavilion opened around 1922 with the mu,ic of the 

ou1hampton Rayner Dance Band, When Ferde Mowry played- 193.5 10 .11"""" 

1942 - they changed the name to Embassy Pav ilion , 
after Mowry's dance hall in 

T01'0IllO, 

By 193~ Mrs. Knowles 
rould no longer manage 
the hotel. so Bis.:ui1 and 
his wife lrcnc took over. 

With ,he big band era 
fad ing. Biscuit decided lo 
close the ravilion in 1942 

and con,·e-t1ed it to guest 
rooms. 

When Mrs. Know les died 
in 1948. each of lhe 

Knowles' children 
inheri ted the couages: one on !he beach and one on Ktmwles 
Lane. As a result , the Irene & Lol u was d.ivided into two, by 

simply removing two fre t d.own the centre. The hotel was illso 
sold to Larry and Elsie Smith, who in turn sold ii in 1970 to 

Robert and Marnie Cammidge. (1 , as closed in 1991 and tile 
I 03-year-old hotel was tom down. 

As of 2.008. Biscuit's daugll1er. Arlene. still lives in the 
collage mimed Killarncy and her grandchildren are the 

fifth generation lo have lived there. 

c~1ac.1Ian Patrm o na,l+I H;'i·..agi:1 i:<1 n OO ,::n Canada 
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